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T The Spiritualist says:—“ Contention about Spiritualism and 
mediums should be avoided, and action substituted. The roal 
strength of Spiritualism lies far more in its facts than in 
clamouring about them; the facts, therefore, should be multi- 
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portion of those who receive the information will try experi- 
ments, and those who obtain the phenomena in their own 
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Price 1s. monthly —Leipsic: OSWALD Murzz, London: The 
Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office. 


she 


Spiritualist 


ENS fla es, 


A Dert of ihe Progrgss al thy Soiguee and Ethics af Sniviinalism, 


VoLuMe ELeven. 


NUMBER THREE. 


LONDON, FRIDAY, JULY 20th, 1877. 


JUVENTUS MUNDI. 

“Ten thousand arts have mouldered from the carth, and Science is the 
shadow of what it was.”—The Late Lord Lytton. 

As long back as 1845, a remarkable article on “‘ Animal 
Magnetism” appeared in Fraser's Magazine for July of that 
year. It contained this sentence:—‘ The farther we have 
penetrated the darkness which broods over the transactions 
of bygone days, and probed the occult mysteries of our early 
progenitors, the more thoroughly are we convinced that in 
our time we are but conning the rudiments of a department 
of physiological and psychological science in which they 
were as perfect as human capacity could make them.” 
The publication of Harriet Martineau’s Autobiography has 
recalled her Letters on Mesmerism, published more than 
thirty years ago, and some notes and comparisons pencilled 
on them at the time, which may, perhaps, be worth repro- 
ducing now. In the second letter there is a dialogue be- 
tween Miss Martinean’s mesmerised maid and the operator 
on the difference between mind and soul, which she declared 
to be different, affirming that every human being consists 
of three things—soul, mind, and body, whereof soul is 
chief, being immortal, but mind perishes with the body. 
Now, we may be sure that the maid, and, probably—not- 
withstanding her wide knowledge—Miss Martineau herself, 
were unacquainted with those grey and time-worn utterances 
of primeeval antiquity which have come down to us under 
the title of Chaldeean Oracles, many of which have the pre- 
cise air of having been delivered under mesmeric or spiritual 
influence, and the likeness may be taken to guarantee the 
genuineness of both ancient and modern revelations. For 
example, the 18th Oracle (following the order adopted in 
Cory’s Collection) runs thus :— 

“ After the Paternal conception 
I, the Soul, reside, a heat animating all things, 
For He placed Mind in Soul, and Soul in dull Body,” 

The next Oracle asserts the superior excellence of Soul, 
and the 20th says—**The Soul, being a bright fire, by the 
power of the Father, remains immortal, and is mistress of 
life.” Oracles 12 to 13 speak of the superiority of Mind. 
Pythagoras held the Soul to consist of two parts, the pnr, 
immortal and intellectual, seated in the brain, of which the 
senses are drops, and the @uos, non-intellectual, seated in 
the heart. Plato gave the same dwellings to the divine intel- 
ligent part of the Soul, the latter being the cause of the 
passions ; and that it may not disturb the intelligent part, 
the long, bony neck, he says, has been interposed between 
them. The Jewish Rabbis distinguished three sorts of Soul, 
the Nephesch, or animal (Gen. ix. 4; Levit. xvii. 11), 
Ruih, or Spirit, and Neschomah, rational or Divine Spirit 
(Gen. ii. 7), the last immortal, the other two belonging to 
the grave, These distinctions were not unknown to early 
Christian theology. The Sabellians described the Trinity 
as corresponding to Body, Soul, and Spirit; aud Origen, 
following St. Paul (1 Thess. v. 23), divided human nature 
into Spirit, Soul, and Body, and, writing of the Atonement, 
argues that the first was offered to the Devil, but the second, 
even of the condemned, remained with God, to whom it had 
been previously surrendered (Luke xsili. 46) Antiquity 
was full of such speculations, all of which seem primarily 
traceable to mesmeric or spiritual intentions and revelations, 
which have never wholly failed from the days of Chaldean 
Zoroaster to Harriet Martineau. A great man of our times, 
Frederick Schlegel, asserted the threefold division into Body, 
Mind, and Soul; but the science and philosophy of the 
present hour not only utterly repudiate any such ideas, but 
see no reason for discerning any Mind apart from Brain, or 
Soul from bodily organs. Harriet Martincau did not. Mr. 
F. Harrison describes the sort of spiritual existence or con- 


tinuation he thinks reasonable and sufficient, but Spirit- +t 


FJA 
_ ualists may ask whence come the voices and communications, 
` and what are the visible and palpable forms we sometimes 


© medium. 


certainly behold. 

Returning now to Miss Martineau’s maid.—When speaking 
of seeing spiritual things and visions; she says: ‘I see 
them not like dreams in common sleep, but things out of 


: the world—not the things themselves, but impressions of 


them—they come through my brain.” Compare this with 
the assertion of the old Oracles, ‘that the impressions of 
character and of other divine visions appear in the ether” 
(O. 113); and again, the 115th Oracle speaks of “the in- 
effable and effable impressions of the world.” The maid 
also asserts she “ can sec diseases,” and it is with reference 
to some such power that the 114th Oracle speaks of a state 
or ecstasy in which ‘the things without figure are figured.” 

Again she, in common with many other sensitives, dwells 
with delight upon the unspeakably beautiful aural light or 
lucidity she beheld, and the Oracles continually mention this 
in terms more or less direct, for it is a vision hard to con- 
vey through human words or ideas; but it is referred to in 
these experiences: ‘A Power of cireumlucid strength, 
glittering with Intellectual sections.” ‘‘ To the Intellectual 
whirlwinds of Intellectual fire all things are subservient ; 
he, too, who begirds the flower of fire, and the strong spirit 
of the poles, all fiery beyond.” The fire-glowing conception 
has the first rank, ‘‘ for the mortal who approaches that fire 
shall have light from God; it removes all the stains which 
the spirit of the soul attracted from generation.” ‘ Put on 
the complete-armed vigour of rebounding light, with triple 
strength fortifying the soul and the mind.” On one occasion 
the maid gave a curious account of a light leaping up above 
the steady light, which recalls an Oracle ascribed to Zoro- 
aster himself :— 

“ When you behold a sacred Fire without form 
Leap flashingly through the depths of the world, 
Hear the Voice of Fire.” 
But only those who have seen, and know how inadequate 
words are to express what they have seen, can conceive what 
these utterances, to others so like jargon, endeavour to 
convey. 

Recurring to the idea with which we started, it may be 
useful to bring together some of the earliest references to 
mesineric operations in the ancient world. Solon, the sage 
and lawgiver of Athens, B.c. 600, expressly says: “ When 
all medicines fail, the sickness-tormented man, touched by 
hands, shall straightway become whole” (xii. 61., edit. 
Bergh.). Aischylus, at the end of The Supplianis, says 
that 16 was at last released from the misery of her trans- 
formation by the stroking of Jove’s healing hand; and, 
again, in the Prometheus Bound, 873, Prometheus tells her 
that in the land of the Nile, Jove will restore her to sanity 
by only stroking and touching with his soothing hand, and 
that she should there bear him a son named Epaphus, t.e., 
the Stroker, who would rule in that land; whence it may be 
conjectured that the science of mesmeric healing was handed 
down there. 

Mesmeric sensibility was a familiar matter in the antique 
world, and there is much ground for thinking that the whole 
great Orphic School and Philosophy were devoted to its 
theory and practice. The celebrated Epimenides, one of the 
founders of the Orphic theology, seems to have been a great 
He was reputed to be a man “of a sacred and 
marvellous nature, whose soul quitted its body as long and as 
often as it pleased ;” and Plato says of him, that “ his mind 
had a prophetic and inspired sense of divine things.” So, 
too, we read in the Dadistan, Vol. I., 278, that “the Gush- 
taspians of Iran had such power, that when they pleased, 
they could leave the body, which they treated as a garment; ” 
and, again, in the same volume,, Zoroaster prepares 
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King Gushtasp for a heavenly vision by drinking some 
“hallowed wine,’ probably mesmerised wine; Erdaviraph 
drinks thrice of such wine, and in the sleep that follows, like 
that mysterious man of St. Paul’s, is caught up into heaven. 
Maximus Tyrius, in his 22nd Dissertation, tells of one 
Aristeas, a philosopher, in whose wisdom no one would at 
first believe, because he could mention no preceptor who had 
instructed him, and none knew whence he had got his know- 
ledge; but he explained that his soul had left his body, 
and wandered over all countries and islands, whether of the 
Greeks or barbarians, and he had hence seen the customs 
and manners of all nations, and come to understand the 
causes of the changes of the weather, the tides, and of the 
outflow of rivers, and that traversing the sky was easier to 
him than travelling on earth. 

There is a multitude of references to the aural light often 
seen to issue from the bodies of sensitives. Virgil (inetd, 
ii, 582) says, a harmless flame blazed from the hair of 
Ascanius; and Dionysius, in his Antiquities, reports the same 
of Servius Tullius when young. Pliny, too, in his Natural 
History (II. 87), describes a light shining round the heads of 
certain men; and Eustathius, in his Commentaries on the 
Iliad, says of Walimer, the father of Theodoric, the con- 
queror of Italy, that sparks issued from his body ; and some- 
times, when dressing and undressing, entire flames blazed 
from him, not burning the garments. From this description 
they appear to have been of an electrical nature, due to friction 
as in several well-authenticated modern instances. Pausanias 
(ii. 25) relates a legend that Ausculapius, when a child, was 
exposed on Mount Tithion, and a herdsman, searching for 
his goats, found the babe, whose body emitted rays of brilliant 
light, and subsequently the child was discovered to have 
miraculous healing powers, the fame of which spread quickly 
over land and sea. May not the whole story and worship of 
Aisculapius, so widely diffused and honoured in so many 
temples, have originated in a person of extraordinary mes- 
meric healing powers? When Apollonius Tyanus, himself a 
great medium, was in India, his biographer (Lib. III. 3), 
relates that a young Indian came running to them, a part of 
whose forehead, between the eyebrows, shone like the moon, 
“in the same manner as has been related of Memnon, 
Herodes the Sophist, and Luprius the Ethiopian.” In 
medieval and later times, Cardan, Bartholinus, Scaliger, 
Licetus, and many others, have recounted numerous instances, 
and Beccaria gives a remarkable case. But enough has been 
brought forward to show the identity of ancient and modern 
experiences and observation in these mysterious matters, 
as widely known in the most primitive times of which we 
have any written indication as now, but no better, possibly 
not so well, understood now as then. It has, however, been 
reserved for the philosophy of to-day to discover a short and 
easy explanation of the whole. All was and is imposture or 
deception ; deception perhaps more or less unconscious, but 
still deception. 


Ir you want to talk heavy science, say “protoxyde of hydrogen,” 
instead ofice, It sounds bigger, and not one in a thousand will know 
what you mean. 

A Nice Famiy.—The Boston Sunday Herald of June 24th gives 
the following news:— The Eddy family, of Chittenden, Vt., whose 
movements a year or two ago were chronicled with minuteness, are 
now seldom mentioned. Several of them, it will be remembered, were 
at Angora, N.J., but now William alone remains; the others have re- 
turned to Vermont, where he doubtless would follow were he not sure 
of a speedy arrest by the officers of that State, with a prospect of im- 
prisonment on the charge of bigamy. Horatio is at work on the old 
homestead, farming. Alice lately attempted to commit suicide, but for 
what reason has not transpired. The old lady, Cleveland, so often 
mentioned as a regular attendant at the circles that were held so 
frequently a few years ago, purchased a farm next to the Eddys, but for 
along time has not been on intimate terms with them. Lately the 
house was burned to the ground, having been fired by an incendiary, 
and this event has not lessened the differences between herself and the 
Eddys, Mary Huntoon, the other Eddy sister, has been away from 
Vermont for some weeks, and has very recently been in Springfield, 
Mass. She often feels herself called upon to express her regret that 
her brothers should descend to trickery when giving their séances, 
The brothers return the compliment by making very plain remarks 
about Mrs, Huntoon herself and her method of producing the mani- 
festations which she claims to be of spiritual origin. Mary is to be at 
Lake Pleasant camp meeting this summer, so it is said, and if it be 
true the readers of this department may hear more of her. The family 
doubtless possess medial power, but help along the manifestations when 
they have an opportunity,” 


SPIRITUAL LAWS. 

“Time may disclose Laws in the actings of God towards 
the Soul; nay, none imagine that he acts capriciously, 
except a remnant of a school which veils caprice under the 
word sovereignty. There can be no objection to science 
exploring spiritual action with purely scientific ends, pro- 
vided that it ascertain the popular facts correctly on which 
it is to refine. But this proviso includes, first, that the men 
of science shall treat with tender thoughtfulness the facts 
alleged by the unscientific men who have felt them, and 
shall cease to shower on them vague phrases of contempt, 
as mysticism and fanaticism; secondly, that the would-be 
scientific classifier of facts shall not strangle the facts in their 
birth... . The active part of man consists of powerful in- 
stincts. Some are gentle and continuous, others violent and 
short; some baser, some nobler; all necessary. A moral 
control over them all is desirable; and by all means let any 
vagaries of the soul (as in all fanatical religion) be severely 
checked by our moral principle. With this limitation the 
instincts have an inherent right to exist and to act, and the 
perfection of man depends on their harmonious energy. 
As operating alike on all ages, perhaps the instinct which 
seeks after God and the Infinite is the most powerful in 
man. Let us follow out this great and glorious tendency. 
Let us give free play to our nature, without fear of the 
critics : we shall get holiness, peace and joy; and may 
haply bequeath facts for some future man of science. If we 
drink the heavenly nectar ourselves, others may analyse our 
juices when we are dead.”—The Soul: its Sorrows and its 
Aspirations. By Francis William Newman. 


Tener 


Mrs. Erza Boucner has published a letter in the Western Daily 
Press, Bristol, giving the public the details of Dr, Slade’s offer to 
Professor Lankester. 

Dr. Suape’s advertisement was printed in the Daily News of 
June 14th, in column six of page one. A subscription towards it of 
#1 from H. was not included in the account published last week, and 
has been added to the leaflet subscriptions. 

SPIRITUALISM IN America.—TZhe Index (Boston, Mass.), of June 7th, 
contains an article by the Rev. A. B. Bradford, who says :—“ The most 
crushing blow given to the idea of an authoritative priesthood is in the 
spread of Spiritualism, Without discussing the question of the truth- 
fulness of the theory, it is a fact that hundreds of thousands believe it. 
And all over the country the very first effect of showing that there is a 
telegraphic communication between the world of the departed and the 
world of the living is to push the clergy to one side as an excrescence, 


N drawing their useless life from the body of society. Their claims are all 
if! treated with contempt since Spiritualism makes every man his own 


prophet, priest, and king. As to the Church, it sinks in their esteem to 
the dead level of the world. Spiritualism is peculiar in this, that it 
leavens up the whole mass of society except the Sadducees. Having so 
much of Scripture on its side, it insinuates itself into the churches, and 
captivates many of the clergy who, for prudential reasons, conceal their 
real sentiments from the knowledge of their flocks. But the very moment 
Spiritualism convinees a layman, his old faith in a mediatorial priest- 
hood, and in the Church as the ark of safety, gives way like flax at the 
touch of fire. This faith is not limited to those of Cxsar’s household ; 
but multitudes of persons of the highest moral character, and the best 
minds, are its converts. It has the elements of popularity, because it 
appeals to the feelings and hopes of mankind; and, if half as well- 
manned and organised as the Church is, would soon outnumber her ad- 
herents. But even in its unorganised condition, by which it loses four- 
fifths of its power, it exercises a controlling influence in many sections 
of the country.” 

SPIRITUALISM IN Da.ston.—The new premises of the Dalston Asso- 
ciation of Inquirers into Spiritualism, situated at 53, Sigdon-road, 
Hackney Downs, Dalston-lane, close to the Hackney Downs station on 
the Great Eastern Railway, will be opened on Thursday evening next, 
the 26th inst. The proceedings will comprise a lecture and readings by 
Mr. R. A. March on “Milton's Paradise Lost, from a Spiritualist’s 
Point of View.” The chair wiil be taken at eight p.m, The secretary 
hopes to see a good attendance of members and friends present on the 
occasion.—On Thursday evening last week, the usual monthly session 
of the Council of the Dalston Association was held at 72, Navarino- 
road, Dalston, under the presidency of Mrs. Corner. There were also 
present Messrs. Thos. Blyton, John Rouse, and Jonathan Tozeland, 
Letters were read from the Countess of Caithness, and Mr, J. McTsack, 
Presentations, received since the last meeting, were laid upon the table 
and accepted with a cordial vote of the donors, viz.—Countess of 
Caithness, and Messrs, W. Decordova and Co. The hon. treasurer 
submitted the cash accounts, which were passed. Sir Charles Isham, 
Bart., was elected an ordinary member, and Miss Emily Thomson 
re-elected an ordinary member. It was resolved io invite Mr. F. M. 
Parkes to pay a special visit to the Association on 30th August next. 
The hon. seeretary drew attention to the loss of one of the library 
works, consequent on failure on part of a late member to return the 
same; and it was ordered to be written off the books. It was reported 
that the new premises situated at 53, Sigdon-road, Hackney Downs, 
would probably be ready in the course of the current month. The 
Council then adjourned, 
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SPIRITUALISM IN LIVERPOOL. 


On Monday evening, July 9th, Mrs. Hardinge Britten, of Boston, 
United States, gave an inspirational lecture at Meyerbeer Hall, 
Liverpool, on “The Spiritual Position.” Dr. William Hitchman 
presided, and there was a good attendance. She began at the first chapter 
in the history of modern Spiritualism, by reference to the Rochester 
rappings, which she said seemed to have revived a latent power, 
and which certainly evolved the modern form of Spiritualism. From 
that time to the present, spiritual beings had communicated with their 
friends in the flesh through the agency of human instruments or 
otherwise. But, as their learned chairman had already told them that 
to believe withont adequate evidenceis irrational, and to disbelieve against 
the testimony of proof is equally irrational, she considered a reasonable 
balance to be the true philosophy of credibility. Some inquirers having 
attempted to dictate to nature, rather than accept the conditions or laws 
which regulate spiritual and material communion, they had sown the 
seed of folly, and could not reap the harvest of wisdom. Nothing was 
true, in the opinion of exclusive men of science, that did not subject 
itself to physical analysis, material tests, and their own preconceived or 
bigoted gauges. Varicties of mediumship were very numerous, and the 
medial faculty, or force, was liable to change. Mediums were mortal, 
like themselves, and not exempt from the influence of evil communi- 
cations, generated within and without each spirit-cirele. Why was the 
theory of imposture now predominant? Because the methods of the 
laws of matter were not always effective for scientific inquiry into the 
facts and phenomena of Spiritualism. Had not the Lord said, ‘ Who 
shall persuade Ahab?” ‘Was there no lying spirit in the mouth of 
materialists ? Spirits who communed with mortals had got souls that 
were darkened in earth-life by false theological impressions, and the 
mischief of a blind faith in an infallible church, a divine priesthood, 
and various horrid bugbears that terrify and madden the victims of 
superstitious ecclesiasticism from generation to generation. Were not 
the little children of this our day indoctrinated with the most un- 
reasonable views of God, involving mediation of the innocent for the 
guilty, priestly intervention, confession, absolution, justification —in 
short, official sacramentalism instead of true spirituality, or religion of 
heart and life? Most assuredly. And the national schools for infants 
were shamefully disfigured by dogmas, which, in the minds of 
profound thinkers or scholars only, and when fairly modified by 
other considerations, had any rational meaning or common sense. 
Let her not be told, then, of the conflicting elements of spirit-teaching 
by way of mediumship. Souls exist there as they are made here; the 
mere act of transition from one state to another changed not the indi- 
vidual nature or character. Obedience to the laws of development wag 
the never-ending condition of progress, spiritually and materially. 
Spiritual senses, or the faculties of the higher life, like the physical 
functions of mortal coil, were exalted, or degraded, in the precise ratio 
of culture and neglect. Such was the Divine government; if men 
sowed the wind they reaped the whirlwind, and this was the explana- 
tion of our spiritual position. We must worship God in spirit and in 
truth, not Mammon in the practice of imposture, for the sake of satis- 
faction to phenomenalists or worldly benefit to ourselves, There must 
be a change. Spiritualism was an eternal light from heaven that would 
never be quenched by the temporary darkness of earth, whether 
popular faith be eclipsed by its friends or foes. Let them form spirit 
circles at home with their own families, righteously and persistently, 
and they would not fail to be convinced in due time that angelic 
phenomena were genuine, and the results of spiritual influence as 
affirmed. She wished England, her dear native isle, to be the queen 
of nations, in goodness and greatness the foremost, and in this holy 
cause the bravest and the best, 

Last Sunday, July 15th, Mrs, F, A. Nosworthy was the lecturer 
in the same institution. She took for her subject, “© What is purity? ” 
She proved a worthy successor in oratory to Mrs. B. H. Britten, 
without being under the control of any other spirit than that which 
God had given to herself. Though not an advocate for scrupulous 
nicety or pharisaical affectation in the sense of external formality and 
unreasonable theology, Mrs. Nosworthy, it is well known, is the stern 
inflexible upholder of moral and religious duties. She protested that 
the Christianity of Jesus was not a Sunday show and a six days sham, 
but the outcome of true purity of heart and soul, by virtue of which 
the devoted Spiritualist sees God and communes with angels. With- 
out practical excellence theological dogma was an empty doctrine ; and 
puritanism of belief, if strictly orthodox, was no better than a term of 
reproach, without good works. A vicious ungodly multitude might 
make their weekly “ confession,” but such hebdomadal mockery with- 
out regeneration was not true purity. The real Spiritualist must 
have no such timc-serving expediency with a view to promote selfish 

interests or prosperity on earth, but, like the obedient Christian, each 
life must be serious and sincere from high and noble aspirations, 
venerating the holiness of religion, the chastity of truth, the honour of 
purity, and Christlike forgiveness. Practical spirituality involved no 
blind submission to stereotyped articles and ceremonial observances, 


TuE TELEPHONE —Mr. Cromwell F, Varley, the Atlantic Telegraph 
electrician, whose work in connection with Spiritualism is so well 
known to the readers of these pages, has invented an instrument by 
means of which musical sounds can be transmitted by telegraph. In 
fact, we aided him in his fundamental experiments in connection with 
this invention some years ago. On Thursday, last week, he exhibited 
the apparatus at work at the Queen’s Theatre, in Long Acre. The 
tune, “ Where, and O wherc, is my Highland Laddie Gone?” was 
played through two miles of wire, and was hailed with loud cheers, 
Next came, “The Last Rose of Summer.” The experiments gave general 
satisfaction to those present. 


THE MORAL SENTIMENT, 


AMONG eminent. persons, those who are most dear to men 
are not of the class which the economist calls producers ; 
they have nothing in their hands; they have not cultivated 
corn nor made bread ; they may not have led out a colony 
nor invented aloom. A higher class in the estimation and 
love of this city-building, market-going race of mankind, 
are the poets who, from the intellectual kingdom, feed the 
thought and imagination with ideas and pictures which raise 
men out of the world of corn and money, and console them 
for the shortcomings of the day, and the meannesses of 
labour and traffic. ‘Then, also, the philosopher has his value 
who flatters the intellect of this labourer, by engaging him 
with subtleties which instruct him in new faculties. Others 
may build cities, he is to understand them and keep them 
in awe. Butthere is a class who lead ug into another region, 
the world of morals, or of the will. What is singular 
about this region of thought, is its claim. Wherever the 
sentiment of right comes in, it takes precedence of every- 
thing else. For other things, I make poetry of them. 
But the moral sentiment makes poetry of me...If 
we tire of saints, Shakspeare is our city of refuge. Yet the 
instincts presently teach, that the problem of essence must 
take precedence of all others,—the question of Whence? 
What? and Whither? and the solution of these must be in 
a life and not in a book. A drama or poem is a proximate or 
oblique reply; but Moses, Menu, Jesus, work directly on this 
problem, The atmosphere of moral sentiment is a region of 
grandeur which reduces all material magnificence to toys, yet 
opens to every wretch that has reason the doors of the 
universe. Almost with fierce haste it lay its empire on man... 
All men are commanded by the saint.—Hmerson’s Repre- 
sentative Men. 


Tne Boston (U.S.) Sunday Herald saya: —“ William Davenport, 
one of the Davenport Brothers, now in Australia, is in a very pre- 
carious state, and the worst results are expected ; cause, general break- 
up of the system, Later reports are more hopeful.” 


Mr. Marruew Parrerson, Librarian to the Newcastle Psychological 
Society, informs us that since that society has been reorganised ninety 
members have been enrolled. The premises of the society have recently 
been made considerably more comfortable and attractive. 


CONTENTIOUS correspondence about Miss Wood’s séances is now going 
on in the Barrow Herald. The wholesale distribution of information. 
how to form spirit circles at home will do more to disseminate Spiritual- 
ism in any locality than any amount of controversy, and at much less 
cost and trouble, 


Dr. Lynn is exhibiting burlesques of Spiritual phenomena at the 
Aquarium, and something of the same kind is going on at the Poly- 
technic. These people cannot produce their results in a house from 
which they and their apparatus are excluded, but the real phenomena 
can be obtained in private families, with no Spiritualist or conjuror 
present. 


Mr. J. J. Morse writes:— I notice your quotation from The Banner 
of Light about my desired presence in the United States next winter. 
At present I have no intention of leaving England; in fact, Iam under 
two contracts extending on to next March that would prevent my going 
if I desired. At some future time I may, perhaps, cross the Atlantic 
again; at present it is impossible.” 

Ma. Rosert Dare Owen.—We have to announce the death of Mr. 
Robert Dale Owen, which occurred at Lake George on the 24th ult. 
he son of the late Robert Owen, the social reformer, was born in 1801 
at New Lanark. In 1828, having gone with his father to America, he 
established in New York a paper called the Free Inquirer, which existed 
only three years. Trom 1843 to 1847 he sat as a Democrat in Congress 
for the state of Indiana, where he had settled. He next became a 
member of the Constitutional Convention of Indiana, and brought in 
several measures in favour of women’s rights in regard to property. 
In 1853 President Pierce appointed him Chargé d’ Affaires at Naples, 
and in 1855 he became Minister. Three years afterwards we find him 
back again in New York and engaged in a controversy with the late Mr. 
Horace Greeley respecting divorce. When the Civil War broke out he 
strongly advocated the cause of the Federals, and wrote the remarkable 
letter which induced President Lincoln to hasten the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Meanwhile, he had made himself known as the author 
of several works on various subjects. His first work was Near Views of 
Society, published in 1825. In his old age he became a Spiritualist, and 
since 1875 his mind has been effected. In regard to his belief in 
Spiritualism, the Publie Ledger of Philadelphia remarks :—“ The 
reasoning power, the logical investigation, and thought he brought to 
bear on other and more difficult subjects utterly failed him here. He 
could reason logically upon the profoundest questions in social economy, 
in Governmental policy, in intellectual philosophy, but yet his intellect, 
his reason, and his logical power, when the subject of Spiritualism was 
involved, did not prevent his becoming the dupe of the coarse, vulgar, 
illiterate impostors who invented the ‘Katie King’ materialisation,” 
=— The Times, July 11th, . 
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DE QUINCEYS CHARACTER.* 

Ts that faculty which men call genius inseparably con- 
nected with a development of the inner or spiritual senses 
which men call the abnormal faculty of medinmshrp? Is the 
genius a man “ whose eyes are open,” who, Balaam-like, has 
“ heard the word of God, and known the knowledge of the 
Most High, who has seen the vision of the Almighty, falling 
into a trance, but having his eyes open?” Is genius a modi- 
fication of inspiration, and did the Coleridges, the Shelleys, 
the Blakes, the Turners, the De Quinceys of this world live 
and move and have their true being amid a higher and purer 
atmosphere, whence, by dream aud vision, or by the less pal- 
pable methods of intuition, they drew their ‘inspiration ; 
reflecting, as it were in a glass during their waking hours the 
scenes and experiences of their higher spiritual life? Surely 
enough those whom men call mediums are not to be called 
otherwise geniuses. But there are various grades of medium- 
ship, and may it be that one, the noblest as it is the most 
fugitive, is that which flashes upon our darkness now and then 
in the guise of genius? 

Such questions are irresistibly suggested by reading the 
life of De Quincey. The world knows him as The Opium 
Eater, the man who consumed laudanum by the quart, and 
who has fixed for us in his Confessions some of the weird pic- 
tures which were born in his brain when saturated by the 
drug. The world knows him too as a strange, fitful genius, 
t feckless,” asa Scot would say, in worldly matters, but 
with a winning kindliness of manner all his own, the friend 
and companion of children, trusted and beloved by all who 
knew him as one in whom there was no guile. Those who 
have studied his writings know him, moreover, as a niaster of 
language, with a vivid power of portraying scenes and fixing 
them on paper, and with a stately rhythmical flow in his 
sentences which has hardly a parallel in literature. 

But few know the strange inner life that the man led; 
few suspect that what was attributed to opium was but the 
intensifying, by means of that drug, of an inborn faculty. 
It is a familiar fact that the supersensuous faculties have in 
all ages been excited and intensified by means of drugs, 
fumigations, and adventitious aids of various kinds. It would 
seem that in De Quincey’s case laudanum acted as a 
quickener to his already sensitive spirit. 

In childhood he was a dreamer of dreams, not of the ordi- 
nary distorted psychological jumble that is so called, but of 
those coherent and sustained spiritual reminiscences which 
are hardly distinguishable from visions. In his Autobio- 
graphic Sketches he tells us that one of the very earliest 
incidents imprinted on his memory when he ‘could not 
have completed his second year,” was ‘‘a remarkable dream 
of terrific grandeur about a favourite nurse.” And while he 
was in his sixth year, the death of a sister Elizabeth, three 
years older than himself, by bringing him face to face with 
the awtul mystery of death, unsealed the inner fountains of 
his spiritual being. He stole, poor child, in the intensity 
of his grief, into the room where she lay a corpse, and as he 
gazed at the features on which the nameless change had 
passed, he fell into a trance, which he thus records :— 

«I stood checked for a moment; awe, not fear, fell upon me; and 
whilst I stood, a solemn wind began to blow—the saddest that ear 
ever heard. It was a wind that might have swept the field of mortality 
for a thousand centuries. Many times since, upon summer days, when 
the sun is about the hottest, I have remarked the same wind arising 
aud uttering the same hollow, solemn, Memnonian but saintly swell: 
it is in this world the one great audible symbol of eternity........ 
Instantly, when my ear caught this vast Æolian intonation, when my 
eye filled with the golden fulness of life, the pomps of the heaven 
above, or the glory ot the flowers below, and turning when it settled 
upon the frost which overspread my sister’s face, instantly a trance fell 
upon me. A vault seemed to open in the zenith of the far blue sky, a 
shaft which ran up for ever. I, in spirit, rose as if on billows that 
also ran up the shaft for ever; and the billows seemed to pursue the 
throne of God ; but that also ran before us, and fled away continually. 
The flight and the pursuit seemed to go on for ever and ever. Frost 
gathering frost, some Sarsar wind of death, seemed to repel me; some 
mighty relation between God and death dimly struggled to evolve 
itself from the dreadful antagonism between them; shadowy meanings 
even yet continue to exercise and torment, in dreams, the deciphering 
oracle within me. I slept—for how long I cannot say: slowly I re- 
covere my self- possession : and when l awoke, found wyself standing 
as betore close to my sister’s bed.” 

It seems to have been a long time that intervened during 
this his first experience of the trance state. 


* Thomas de Quincey: His Life and Writings. By H. A. Page, In two volumes. 


The same intensifying power that nearness to death exer- 
cises over all who are not callous and crass in spirit, affected 
him, twenty years later, on the death of Catharine Words- 
worth. The departure of the child had been one of dramatic 
suddenness. ‘She had gone to bed in good health about 
sunset, was found speechless a little before midnight, and 
died in the early dawn, just as the first gleams of morning 
began to appear over Seal, Sandal, and Fairfield.” Never, 
perhaps, from the foundation of those mighty hills was there 
so fierce a convulsion of sorrow as manifested itself in De 
Quincey’s sensitive spirit, He abandoned himself to the 
luxury of solitary grief, and often spent the night upon her 
grave. 

“Not as may readily be supposed,” he says, ‘in any parade of grief; 
on the contrary, in that quiet valley of simple shepherds, I was secure 
enough from ohservation, until morning light began to return ; but in 
mere intensity of sick, frantic yearning after neighbourhood to the 
darling of my heart. Many readers will have seen in Sir Walter 
Scott’s Demonology, and in Dr. Abercrombie’s Inquiries Concerning the 
Intellectual Power's, some remarkable illustrations of the creative 
faculties awakened in the eye or other organs by peculiar states of 
passion ; and it is worthy of a place amongst cases of the kind, that in 
many solitary fields, at a considerable elevation above the level of the 
valleys—fields which in the local dialect are called ‘intacks ’—my eye 
was haunted at times, in broad noonday (oftener, however, in the after- 
noon) with a facility, but at times with a necessity, for weaving out of 
a few simple elements a perfect picture of little Kate in the attitude 
and onward motion of walking. I resorted constantly to these 
‘intacks’ as places where I was little liable to disturbance; and 
usnally I saw her at the opposite side of the field, which might some- 
times be at a distance of a quarter of a mile, generally not so much. 
Almost always she carried her basket on her head; and usually the first 
hint upon which the figure arose commenced in wild plants, such as tall 
ferns of the purple flowers of the foxglove; but whatever might be the 
colours of the forms, uniformly the same little full-formed figure arose, 
uniformly dressed in the little blue bedgown and black skirt of West- 
moreland, and uniformly with the air of advancing motion. Throughout 
part of June, July, and part of August—in fact, throughout the 
summer, this frenzy of grief continued.” 


This same sensiliveness of spirit manifested itself in a 
passionate love of nature, and in a strange sympathetic draw- 
ing towards some minds, and a violent rebound from asso- 
ciation with others. He had need of sympathy, and found 
it most in the society of nature. From the artificiality of 
man he shrank in dismay, drew into himself, and rushed 
away to his beloved hills and valleys. His pure and simple 
nature found there its choicest pleasures. For the same 
reason he loved the simplicity of childhood, the purity of 
Wordsworth, and the gracious tenderness of his sister, who 
was onc of his nearest friends. One of his first impressions 
was one of ‘‘a profound sense of pathos” at the bursting 
into life of some crocuses very early in the desolate spring. 
One of the next was “a passion of grief in a profound 
degree” for the death of a kingfisher which had been taken 
up in the garden with a broken wing. Then came ‘an 
enduring sense of awe,” ‘a dawning sense of the Infinite,” 
as his child-sou] opened its spiritual faculties to a recogni- 
tion of the sublimities that surrounded it, and the Im- 
mensities amid which it wasastruggling Atom. This sense 
he never lost, It was the key to much in his character, to 
its hushed and reverent simplicity, to its tender graceful- 
ness as that which beseemed a child, to his solitary wander- 
ings and mountain-side meditations and visions. 

Another great factor in the final formation of De Quincey’s 
character is found in his intimate association with the Rev. 
John Clowes, rector of St. Mary’s, Manchester, “a man of 
wide learning and liberal sympathies, and a devotee of 
Swedenborg.” He was the author of many Swedenborgian 
tracts, as well as of A Plain Answer to Some Objections to 
Swedenborgs System, and of a volume called Outlines of 
Swedenborgs System. De Quincey became an Aaditud of 
Mr. Clowes’s house, and fell under his powerful influence. 
He says of him :—‘ He was the most spiritual-looking, the 
most saintly in outward aspect, of all human beings whom 
I have known throughout life, . . s . the most 
unfleshly, the most sublimated spirit dwelling al- 
ready in some purer world that a poet could have 
imagined.” The house was pervaded by a spirit of entire 
repose, with painted windows to exclude the glare of day, 
and an organ wherewith to summon the dreamy spirit of 
meditation. Even the old butler, with his list shoes and 
noiseless shuffle, was in keeping. Amid those peaceful 
influences De Quincey’s spirit could not fail to develope, 
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and within its calm precincts he unconsciously gained much 
spiritual. strength. ; 

It would be interesting, did space allow, to trace this 
growth, and to point out the numberless indications of the 
permanence of the child till death: of the unsullied purity 
and unabated simplicity that his spirit maintained all its 
journey through. O si sic omnes/ In this respect De 
Quincey stands out a brilliant example to most who too 
often prostitute talent to the service of Mammon, and re- 
gard purity as one of the childish things that manhood puts 
away. He was incapable of meanness, or of vice, or even 
of hireling work for mere pay. During the strange episodes 
of his boy life on the streets of London, the tempter assailed 
in vain, and vice had no charm to allure. 

The same tender simplicity and childlike spirit mani- 
fested itself on his death-bed. His old love for children 
cropped out, as, frequently enough when the spirit asserts 
its victory over the body, the tastes and sympathies of child- 
hood recur at the close of life. He fancied that he had 
with him—or shall we say that round his child-gspirit in its 
closing hours on earth were gathered a number of other 
children whom he was taking with him to rest, “ to sup with 
Jesus’ in his quaint pietistic language. Some rough and 
hard jeers distressed him, as he seemed to hear the passers- 
by mocking at his little friends. He was distressed, not for 
himself, but for them. It grieved him to sce their pleasure 
spoiled. The fancy stayed with him till the arrival of his 
favourite daughter from Ireland. As the time drew nigh 
for his spirit’s enfranchisement, his spiritual vision grew 
clearer; he saw his mother and sister waiting to welcome 
him, and joined them with a cry of delight. The last scene 
is touchingly described :— 


“ Such was his constant thought of children that he viewed her simply 
as connected with his grandchildren. ‘How is mamma?’ he said when 
he saw her; nor did he address her as anything else but mamma again. 
Towards the evening his weakness became extreme, and he said to my 
sister, ‘Mamma, I cannot bear the weight of clothes upon my feet? My 
sister at once pulled off the heavy blankets, and wrapped a light shawl 
round his feet. ‘Is that better?’ she asked. ‘Yes, my love, much 
better; I am better in every way—I feel much better. You know these 
are the feet that Jesus washed.’ As the night wore on, our kind friend, 
Dr. Warburton Begbie came and sat with us, as my father’s life slowly 
ebbed away. Twice only was the heavy Prenna interrupted by words. 
He had for hours ceased to recognise any of us, but we heard him mur- 
mur, though quite distinctly, ‘My dear, dear mother. Then I was 
greatly mistaken.’ Then, as the waves of death rolled faster and faster 
over him, suddenly out of the abyss we saw him throw up his arms, 
which to the last retained their strength, and say distinctly, and as if in 
great surprise, ‘ Sister! sister! sister!’ The loud breathing became 
slower and slower, and as the world of Edinburgh awoke to busy work 
and life, all that was mortal of my father fell asleep for ever.” 


The volumes from which we have extracted these reminis- 
cences contain much that is interesting to the Spiritualist ; 
and not a little that may throw light on some of the ques- 
tions with which we commenced this review. If, however, 
they fail to elucidate such mysteries, they do at least exhibit 
to us a record of the life, chequered with care, and blurred 
with many a sorrow, of a saintly spirit who learned in that 
hard school his lessons of development in knowledge, and 
left it having preserved to the end the bloom of his purity 
and simplicity of heart. In days when we are beginning to 
ask ourselves how we may best put in practice the lessons 
which our faith should teach, it may be well for us to look 
in passing at the life-story of De Quincey. M. A. Oxon, 


Wr regret to hear that Mr. Luther Colby, of the Banner of Light, 
has been unwell for some time, . 


Some indefatigable individual in Chicago has made a fruitless search 
in an endeavour to find some trace of one George Rush, who died in 
that city in 1857, aged 27. His object is to ascertain the correctness 
of the statements of a guide to a new medium in England, who gave 
the name and date, and, in addition, the information that he was the 
“son of a merchant.”—-Boston Sunday Herald. 


EMOTIONAL SprarruatisM.—Dr, Eugene Crowell writes to us from New 
York :— It is a continuous surprise and disappointment to me to observe 
how few Spiritualists, comparatively, have any active desire to acquire 
substantial knowledge of spiritual things. To be entertained—amused 
—seems to be their object, and when they attain this they are satisfied. 
Intellectually and spiritually these are children, and, so long as the 
deception is not exposed, they would as soon witness a series of fraudu- 
lent exhibitions as of genuine manifestations. You might as well expect 
this class of Spiritualists to accept your advice to study mathematics as 
to seriously study psychology.” 
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A SEANCE IN DUBLIN, 


Suunders’s News Letter (Dublin), of July 7th, contains an anonymous 
description of a séance, of which the following is the concluding 
portion :— 

Addressing the table, Mr. A. now asked if knocks could be given 
without the contact of the hand, ‘Three knocks in reply were to be the 
signal for Yes. Three knocks quickly came. ‘The hands of both Mr. 
A. and Miss B. were now held up, and whilst they partially withdrew 
from the table, the knocks still came, not so vigorously, but still there 
they were. This went on for some minutes, till they ceased to be heard. 
A refresher was then given in the shape of a few moments’ contact with 
the hands. Once more the knocks returned, and continued some time 
after the hands were removed, 

Whilst noticing these facts, we observed a frequent uneasy movement 
of the entire table, and now it sidled about in a most surprising manner. 
Lifting their hands completely off the table, the sitters placed themselyes 
back in their chairs with their hands folded across their chests, their 


. feet were in full view, and under these conditions, and in obedience to 


our request, the table raised the two legs nearest to us completely off 
the ground, some eight or ten inches, and thus suspended itself for a 
few moments, Again a similar act was performed on the other side. 
And now camea very remarkable and interesting result, Whilst abso- 
lutely free from the contact of every person, the table wriggled itself 
backward and forward, advancing towards the arm-chair in which I sat, 
and ultimately completely imprisoning me in my seat. During its 
progress it was followed by Mr. A. and Miss B., but they were at no time 
touching it, and occasionally were so distant that I could perceive a free 
space all round the table whilst it was still in motion. When thus under 
my very nose the table rose repeatedly, and enabled me to be perfectly 
sure by the evidence of touch that it was off the ground, and further, 
that no human being, consciously or unconsciously, had any part in this 
movement. Two hours and a half had now passed away, and then it 
was time to leave. Before doing so I asked to be released by the same 
agency that had imprisoned me. Forthwith the table flung itself round 
with a suddenness and violence that frightened Miss B., and continued 
to move off edgewise without the contact of any person, until there was 
abundant room for me to pass out. 

“ Well,” said N., on leaving the house, “ ‘there are more things in 
heaven and earth than are dreamt of in our philosophy,’ Dr. Carpenter 
notwithstanding; I honestly confess the phenomena we have witnessed 
to-night are utterly inexplicable to me, and though the recital of our 
experience may provoke laughter at the trivial and purposeless things 
that occurred, yet these are indicative of something behind it all which 
is worthy of serious study.” 

“Yes,” I remarked, “that any one can be found who thinks he 
knows all the mysteries this world contains, or who thinks the eluci- 
dation of such facts as we have seen to-night unworthy of a philosopher 
surprises me greatly. But still more am I surprised at those who, 
witnessing these phenomena, think that by attributing them to the 
influence of a dominant idea, hallucination in fact, all need for further 
explanation is at an end.” i 

“ Incredality becomes reprehensible and superstitious,” said N., 
when it refuses credence to any unaccountable fact, however well attested 
it may be.” 


Mrs. Exiza Corner (Florence Cook), arrived in London from China 
on Saturday evening last, with her husband, Captain Corner, and 
her daughter Katie, Mr, T. Blyton, honorary secretary to the Dalston 
Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, had the pleasure of con- 
gratulating Mrs. Corner on her safe voyage home, and found her in 
excellent health and spirits. Captain Corner’s ship, the M. 4, Dixon, 
is now berthed in the West India Docks. 


Tus Trearment or Mepiums.—Signor Rondi, in the course of his 
reply to the various speakers at the close of the recent debate at the 
National Association of Spiritualists on “The Treatment of the 
Mediums,” said that in answer to the remarks of the secretary he 
would state that he had never said a word about mediums being 
badly treated by the National Association, and in speaking of thie 
grand phenomena he had seen on the Continent, he did not inteud 
to convey the idea that such phenomena were the best to make 
Spiritualists, but the contrary. ‘he idea of mediums passing some 
of their time in manual labour was possibly a good one, but to his 
mind the plan of the wash-tub during the day, and a séance at night, 
would scarcely give the conditions spirits would like for the production 
of good manifestations. If mediums were properly paid for their even- 
ing séanees, he was sure they would not sit much in the daytime. It 
was a mistake for anybody to understand him as singling out the 
National Association of Spiritualists in regard to its treatment of mediums, 
but as that organisation was formed for the making known of the laws of 
Spiritualism, it seemed to him that it should take the lead in this matter, 
and understand under what conditions the best results could be obtained. 
No one could feel more deeply than himself the great difficulties to be 
overcome in placing Spiritualism in a favourable light before the people, 
especially when scepticism in Church and State stood forth as its deadly 
enemy. The Association had done a great work in the past, and was 
doing the same in the present; it only needed a little clearer under- 
standing of the philosophy and phenomena of Spiritualism to still mora 
extend its sphere of usefulness, He would conclude by recommending 
the National Association of Spiritualists, to which he had the honour to 
belong, to do its utmost to propagate the philosophy of Spiritualism, for 
they all claimed a philosophy apart from the phenomena; by so doing 
he was sure they would prepare the minds of those who desired to 
investigate Spiritualism, and fit them for admittance to the séances. 
This plan would be better than presenting wonders which they could not 
or would not at first understand. 
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MR. F. TENNYSON ON SPIRITUALISM. 

Tus following is an abridgment of a letter written by Mr, F. Tenny- 
son, brother to the Laureate, and communicated to’ The Spiritual Maga- 
zine by Mr. John Traill Taylor :— 

First: Spiritualism is the grand subject of the day to which no other 
approaches in importance, except one, which I will refer to before the 
close of this letter. The psychical and physical phenomena are un- 
questionably genuine facts; but perhaps you may not be aware to what 
stupendous issues we are already come. In London and elsewhere, 
spirits are incarnated for periods varying from a quarter of an hour to 
three hours, and appear in the seaxee rooms in the midst of the 
assembled company clothed in habiliments palpable and material, which 
under microscopic inspection lose nothing of their wonderful superfine 
spiritual texture, whereas human fabrics under similar conditions be- 
come cables and cart-ropes. Out of these garments portions may be cut 
before the temporary organism dissolves into its original elements, 
which it does even while you are looking at it, and the rent in the gar- 
ment is instantly filled up, and no appearance of a rupture is visible. 
My sister recently witnessed in London the descent of a spirit from the 
cabinet where the medium was imprisoned for the time, and unable to 
gtir without being noticed. He was recognised as a man named Watts. 

The actual state of the world is that of practical Atheism. Of this any 
thoughtful mind must be convinced without much labour of thought. 
The errors which for so many centuries have been preached from every 
pulpit in the world have led to this issue, especially the doctrines of a 
final day of judgment and resurrection of the natural body which, every 
one knows, in a very brief period disappears altogether, is resolved into 
gases, salts, and elementary substances, which again enter into 
combination with other substances, and so on for ever. Moreover, 
the indefinite postponement of this great and final day, for which there 
is no anthority except the language of Scripture, evidently figurative 
and adopted—in accommodation to the ignorance of that day—from 
human tribunalsa—‘ We shall all stand before the Judgment Seat of 
Christ "—hag led to a virtual unbelief in the hearts of many men, what- 
ever they may profess to believe asto its actuality, and the best proof of 
this unbelief is the general worldly-mindedness even of the best of men, 
and the gross immorality and sensuality of the “‘swinish multitude,” as 
somebody in Parliament called them half a century ago. Now, Spirit- 
ualism, streaming on the world ag from a gigantic bull’s-eye lantern, 
has so taken it by surprise, that the Materialism, but ill-concealed under 
the most plausible religionisms, breaks out at once into open scorn, not 
only in the ‘‘swinish multitude,” but among the scientific leaders of 
thought and many of the recognised spiritual guides of mankind. As 
said, the ‘“‘bull’s-eye” suddenly brings to light the ghastly and malig- 
nant face of the midnight robber and assassin. The wondrous and un- 
answerable evidences of another life succeeding this, without a mo- 
ment’sinterval, have suddenly quickened the dormant respectabilities of 
this world from their negational state into one of venomous hostility. 
Have roused the lethargic clergyman, who mistakes for holiness the 
accurate and regular performance of ritual. The sleek and zanus- 
faced lawyer, who has been so long in the habit of turning black into 
white, and vice versd, that he ends by believing nothing. The star- 
gazer in his observatory, who passes his life in peeping through mi- 
crometers at worlds of which, after all, he can make nothing worth men- 
tioning, and by dint of sounding Space and summing Time, can ap- 
preciate little beyond these two natural conditions—the well-to-do man 
with a good digestion, whose soul is in his belly—the vain hétérateur 
who worships intellect, and, cased in chain-armour of syllogism, rejects 
all influences which cannot penetrate it, and scorns the much greater 
man whose plain understanding is satisfied with obeying the dictates of 
a loving and self-sacrificing will. Al these they rouse to do battle in a 
body against that dreadful night-mare, an immortality outside 
of the light and heat of the natural sun-—~the loves and the wis- 
doms of this world. And really, when one recollects that with the 
wisest of them, if they ever form a conception of a future, it 
amounts to nothing better than existence as a floating bubble, an 
impalpable idealism, without parts or passions, so some excuse may be 
made for them; or even, if they reach eternal singing upon cold clouds, 
that may seem to many scarcely preferable to total annihilation, espe- 
cially to the thoroughgoing materialist or man of pleasure whose motto 
is “ Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.” I do not think that 
this is by any means an overdrawn picture of the actual world in which 
we are living. Conceive, then, the revolution it must undergo if Spirit- 
ualism is to progress. It must progress, and the infidel will have to 
give in before it; and in proportion as men become aware that their 
secret thoughts are open to their next-door neighbour recently deceased 
—however unwilling they may be that it should be so—will grow the 
conviction that the Supreme Spirit Himself may be something more 
than a myth, in short, may be a witness of our transactions. Hitherto 
He has been practically ignored as too incomprehensible and remote an 
abstraction to enter into calculation. The very words uttered three 
thousand years ago by the Psalmist are strictly applicable to these 
Bat 


by the continuous labour of the poor, makes no return which can benefit 
them, and derives no benefit to itself from its privileges and immunities, 


While, then, they differ in other matters, they are consistent in these, 
and their authority as spirits must so far have a great influence in the 
course of time; and, added to the fact of another life immediately suc- 
ceeding the dissolution of the body, must eventually have an immense 
effect in changing the motives of action for the better. 

The time is coming when mortal man, catching through the ‘gates 
ajar” continual glimpses of the eternal life to be, and being thus 
awakened to a sense of the shadowy, fugitive, but probationary nature of 
this, will begin seriously to ask himself the question, “ What am I 
doing? What have I been doing all my life? I held converse last 
night in a séance room with one whom I knew while he was on earth— 
who took no thought for that morrow which awaits every one born into 
this world, but much of the morrow as far as this world was concerned 
—who now laments that he did no good except to himself, and made no 
preparation for the after-state, and so finds himself lower than many 
whom he looked down upon here. He sat for half a century at the 
receipt of customs, amassed great wealth, which he could not enjoy even 
here, and knew not who should gather it; better for him if he had had 
any motive for his industry better than self-love; and now he warns me, 
whatever I do, to doit mainly for the good of others.” And soon, through 
the whole range of misapplied activities, beginning with the aims and 
objects of crowned heads down to the living skeleton, who, in order to 
look upon one penny more added to a useless store, denies himself food 
and fire till he is found starved to death or murdered. Of course these 
remarks are merely old common-place, which have furnished the 
preacher his materials for centuries, but they will now be brought home 
to men, and seen as they have never yet been seen in the awful light of 
the instant future—which will cast all the passions and actions, and 
dazzling shows of this actual world into the shadow of death. 

A general survey of the phenomena, their origin, and progress, far- 
nishes us with data for forming certain definite conclusions, 

C1.) Spirits having presented themselves on earth uninvited, and pretty 
nearly in every part of it, it seems admissible that so vast a movemont must 
have actod by the permission at least, if not the express appointment, of Divine 
Providence. j 

(2.) If there be among them evil spirits, Antichristian in their doctrines, 
these at all events, by tho demolition of creeds which have mislod mon since 
the earliest ages of Christianity, are doing a great work, and preparing by 
their moral teachings, whether compulsory or voluntary, tho way for that 
purer Christianity—that church ‘ without spot or wrinkle or any such thing,” 

(3.) Tho naked fact of the manifestations isin itseli—whatever tho character 
of the spirits themselves may bo—all-suflicient to revolutionise the present 
gross and materialised state of tho world, The dazzling proofs of Immor. 
tality—immediatcly after so-called death—which they offer to the unbelieving 
masses must lead all men to weigh their actions in tho balance of reason and 
justico by the light of awakened conscience, and in the presence of those 
innumerable witnesses who they must now believe are continually around 
them, and to ask themselves the vital question—“Am IT, or am I not, an 
unprofitable servant? Am I with reference to the immediato life which is to 
succeed this placing my talent out at interest? Do they see tho shame of my 
nakedness, or am I weaving for myself the white rob of purity? And if 
hitherto the Omniscience and Omnipresenco of God have been inconcoivablo to 
me a natural man, so that I havo more or less been in the habit of ‘living 
without Ilim in the world, and following tho dovices and desires of the flesh 
and the mind,’ can I any longer resist tho evidence afforded me by spirits 
manifesting through. morlal mediums, which spirits are doubtless them- 
selves mediums subordinate to higher spirits, and these to highor still—that 
there is a vast hicrarchy of spirits and angels ministering to mortal man 
—the tolegraphic wiros along which every moment is flashed with lightning 
speed and unerring certainty knowledge of all things whatsoever, to the 
highest appointed minister of the Supreme?” And ought not thia to be 
sufficient to rouse the world to a sonso of the absolute fatuity of living as 
though a man’s conscience were a sealed book to all but himself ? 

(4.) That if evil spirits are doing tho negative work of destruction, which 
is permittod for ulterior purposos of good, thore are, on the other hand, a vast 
number who aro working groat positive good, as healing mediums, 

(5.) And that tho practical morality urged by all and every class of spirits 
as indispensable, is groatly superior to the faith “held in unrighteousness,” 
which constitutes the staple of most creeds, and is absurdly supposed to 
cloanse from that unrighteousness, though men ought to remember the words 
of the prophet, “ He will by no moans clear the guilty,” and the words of tho 
Master, “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 

(G.) There is good reason to believe that only the lower spirits can manifest 
themsclves on the carth-plane—their bodies, though spiritual, being grosser, 
and more nearly allied to the material body of mortals than those of tho 
higher; hence their power over matter, and ability to produce the physical 
phenomena, such as rappings and levitations, Also, that if they discourse on 
clovated themes, it is owing to their being influenced by spirits of a higher order, 


Luu Countess of Caithness will leave London for Barrogill Castle in 
the North of Scotland next week, 

Tue reception of the National Association of Spiritualists to the 
Baron and Baroness von Vay, will take place on Friday, August 10th. 


Lasr Tuesday night Mrs. Makdougall Gregory gave a reception to 
Spiritualistic and other friends at 21, Green-street, Grovenor-square, 
London. 

Mrs. Wetpoy, of Tavistock House, Tavistock-square, London, has 
received per Mr, W. J. Colville, for the benefit of the Orphanage, 12s. 
for photographs of herself and Katie, 4s. on profit of sale of Mr. Gill's 
drawings, and 4s. collected in small sums. She writes:—“I wish I 
had a few more like Mr. Colville to work for me.” 

Wr have received a large consignment of Spiritualistic books from 
America this week, including a plentiful supply of Miss Tizzie Doten’s 
inspirational poems, Mr. Epes Sargent’s Planchette and Proof Palpable 
of Immortality, Dr. Eugene Crowell’s Primitive Christianily and 
Modern Spiritualism, and complete sets of the works of Andrew Jackson 
Davis. For the convenicnce of the public, we have heretofore imported 
copies of almost ail the books on Spiritualism published in the United 
States, but henceforth intend to have nothing to do with any but those 
of good quality. 
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ON CERTAIN ANOMALIES IN MESMERIC PHENOMENA. 
BY CAPTAIN JOHN JANES, 

Most investigators of the phenomena of mesmerism must 
have occasionally observed certain remarkable anomalics 
exhibited during what is called the sleep-waking state. 
More particularly are these anomalies displayed when ex- 
periments are made in which the different senses play their 
part, but perhaps the most remarkable deviation from rule 
occurs in the sense of hearing, A sensitive during the 
mesmeric sleep may be apparently deaf to the loudest noises, 
and yet hear a whisper from his mesmeriscr or other person 
placed en rapport with him. 

Many years ago, at the request of a medical friend 
practising at Dover, I attended one of lis patients who had 
been confined to her bed for some years, She had lost the 
use of her limbs, with the exception of the right forearm, 
of which she could make some use, although unable to move 
her hand to her head. The eyes, distorted by an upward 
and double squint, were kept constantly bandaged, and she 
had entirely lost the use of her voice. Any sudden loud 
noise, such as the slamming of a door, would immediately 
throw the patient into a state of insensibility ; the whole 
body then became perfectly rigid, and had more the appear- 
ance of a statue than of a living person. This state would 
sometimes Jast for several hours. The mere raising of her 
head from the horizontal position would produce the same 
effect. 

I succeeded at the first attempt in producing the mesmeric 
sleep, and to the great surprise and delight of her friends 
she was able to answer my questions put in a low whisper. 

The family always dreaded the occasion when a salute was 
to be fired from the heights, for at the sound of the first gun 
the sufferer was instantly thrown into the cataleptic trance 
already described. 

I attended daily for some time, until one morning I heard 
from the patient’s friends that a salute was to be fired at a 
certain hour. Herc, I thought, would be a test indeed of 
the depth and value of the mesmeric sleep. I accordingly 
attended and mesmerised the sensitive about half an hour 
before the time appointed for the salute, and waited with 
intense interest for the great guns to speak. At last the 
firing commenced, and was finished without the sleeper 
taking the slightest notice of it by start or shudder, or by a 
quiver of a muscle of the face. She conversed with me the 
whole time, deaf to the loudest and most startling sounds, 
alive to my lowest whisper. Anyone who has ever heard a 
salute fired from Dover heights can appreciate the value of 
this test. 

How can this insensibility to sound be accounted for? 
The first gun made me start, but evidently there was no 
sympathy of the sense of hearing between the sensitive and 
me. 
sensation, for if anyone pricked my hand with a pin, or 
pinched my arm she would instantly feel it: This patient 
eventually recovered her health, strength, and use of her 
limbs, and is, I believe, still alive. 

Another of my sensitives, who during the sleep could not 
hear the voices of people conversing in the room, would 
complain of the creaking of a person’s boots as the wearer 
was walking up and down stairs, and in this I sympathised 
most heartily, that sound being especially irritating to me. 

During experiments with my clairvoyant, alluded to in my 
article of July 6th, I always requested my friends to avoid 


making any remarks, even in a whisper, as to the nature of ). 


the tests they were about to try, for I judged that although 
the sensitive might bear the report of a pistol fired closed to 
her without flinching, it did not necessarily follow that a 
whisper might not convey an impression to her brain. In 
fact, it would appear that sensitives may be deaf to some 
sounds, and alive to others, like any man of absent mind. 
The same anomalies have been observed with respect to the 


sense of touch‘or feeling. With some sensitives, some parts of 3). 


the body are found to be insensible to pain, the other parts 
retaining their sensibility, and mesmerisers are able in some 
cases to deprive one limb of sensation, and retain it in other 
parts of the body. The gencral rule, however, is that when 
a person has been often mesmerised for the express purpose 
of rendering him insensible to pain—for instance, in view of 
a pending operation—the whole body becomes insensible. 


On the other hand there was decided sympathy of | 


ee 


Some practitioners have observed that the head and face are 
the last portions of the frame to lose their sensibility ; this 
has not been noticed by me. 

Sympathy of taste, of sensation, and of smell, is common; 
sympathy of hearing and of sight I have seldom observed ; 
and all these sympathies may possibly be referred to, or be 
greatly assisted by, what is called “mind or thoucht- 
reading.” j 

Dr. Engledne, of Southsea, near Portsmouth, published 
many years ago in a local journal, the following case of 
sympathy of feeling, the case being the more remarkable 
from the fact that the mesmeriser at the time of the ex- 
periment was not near his patient. He says :— During my 
patient’s sleep a gentleman requested me to accompany him 
into the library, which adjoined the drawing room. He 
closed the doors and then said, ‘I wish to tickle your ear 
with the end of a pen.’ My right ear was tickled for one 
minute. We then returned to the drawing-room, and found 
the patient rubbing her left ear upon her shoulder. Will it 
be believed that the experiment was considered a failure by 
the originator, because the patient did not exhibit sympathetic 
sensation in the right ear ?” 

Perhaps if Dr. Engledue had quoted Dr. Marshall Hall, 
and referred his patient’s mistake to “reflex action” his 
friend might have been amused, if not convinced. 

As a proof that sympathy of taste as well as of feeling 
may exist between the mesmeriser and his patient, although 
they may not be in immediate contact, I may here relate the 
following experiment :— I formed a chain of six or seven 
persons, the sensitive being at one end of the chain, and the 
person tasting at the other end and outside of the door; the 
patient then named the substance tasted. This experiment, 
however, rarely succeeds, and success or non-success 
apparently depends upon the peculiar constitutions of the 
different individuals forming the chain; perhaps the pre~ 
sence of one or two what are called “ positive persons” 
might prevent the transmission of the sympathy of either 
taste or feeling. 

I have often heard opponents of mesmerism assert, that 
such and such mesmeric phenomena were unknown to 
physiologists, and therefore that the so-called sensitives were 
impostors. In a letter which I received many years ago 
from one of the best known physiologists of the day, are the 
following remarks, which appear to me to be quite apropos 
to my present subject. My correspondent says :—‘ In 
spontaneous somnambulism and spontaneous catalepsy, 
patients scem quite deaf or blind, and yet if the patient be 
a mother, she will give proof of hearing or seeing her infant, 
Nothing is more common in disease than for one thing to 
make an impression and another none, Palsied patients who 
will bear pinching and cutting, feel warmth or cold so acutely 
as to cry out. There is not a single point in mesmerism that 
is not analogous in all its particulars to points familiar to 
medical men, independent of mesmerism.” 

There is also a different class of anomalies in cases where 
there is a transposition of the senses from their natural 
organs to other parts of the body. For instance, cases have 
been published both by French and English writers on mes- 
merism, where the senses of hearing and sight were trans- 
ferred to the stomach, and a medical friend assured me that he 
had seen one case where transposition of sight was observed 
in a patient who had never been mesmerised. In this case 
the patient would place a letter just received on the pit of 
her stomach and read it, all light at the time being excluded 
from the room. ; 

My friend Major Buckley had a sensitive, a young man, 
who would place printed or written matter under his foot, 
and thus read it. Other mesmeric sensitives have in my 
presence placed books and written sentences at the back of 
their heads and on their foreheads, and have been equally 
successful. Dr. Teste, a French physician, and author of 
a uscful and interesting work on mesmerism, mentions a 
case where his patient heard, saw, read, and tasted by means 
of the hands and feet—vide Dr. Teste on Animal Magnetism, 
translated by Dr. Spillan, page 126. 

I am well aware that these observations on mesmeric 
phenomena will appear comparatively uninteresting to the 
generality of your readers, who for so many years past have 
been almost surfeited by the various reports on the marvels 
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of Spiritualism. Still, from the remarks you have occa- 
sionally made in leading articles, it is probable that some 
Spiritualists are likely to be interested in any facts which 
may seem to throw light upon the possible, or even pro- 
bable, connection between some of the phenomena of mes- 
merism and some of the phenomena of Spiritualism, and 
also as regards the respective conditions of mesmeric 
sensitives and physical and trance mediums during their 
state of unconsciousness, 

However, these matters are more within the domain of 
the physiologist. I do not pretend to understand the 
modus operandi, the why and the wherefore of such appa- 
rently contradictory phenomena. 

I merely report some of my own experiences, and the 
observations of more experienced mesmerisers, leaving it 
to those who have been scientifically trained to account 
for what I have termed “certain anomalies observed in 
mesmeric phenomena.” 

Tottenham, July, 1877. 
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THE “ALBANY LAW JOURNAL” ON THE RECENT PROSE- 
CUTIONS OF MEDIUMS. 


To the Editor of the“ Banner of Light.” 


Toe Albany Law Journal is a weekly record of the law 
and the lawyers. It has been published during seven years. 
It contains recent decisions of the Courts, notes of im- 
portant cases, reviews and criticisms of law books, legal 


essays and forensic lectures, and discussing, as it does, judi- 
ciously, without fear or favour, whatever matters it treats 
upon, is a genial and valuable assistant to judges and 
lawyers, In its issue of June 9th, under the head of 
“ Current Topics,” it expresses its views of the recent prose- 
cutions of certain spiritual mediums before the English 
courts, While the matter is yet fresh in the minds of your 
readers, it may be interesting to observe the impression it 
makes upon an editor who views it not as a friend or oppo- 
nent of Spiritualism, but simply as a student of history and 
asa lawyer. It is hereto subjoined. A.E. G. 

Hyde Park, Mass, 

The people of to-day are given to criticising severcly 
certain judicial eccentricities of a century or two ago, among 
which the prosecution of old women for witchcraft is one. 
The feeling is so strong upon the subject that the proceedings 
agaiust those unfortunate women who suffered for that 
alleged offence are considered to be a blot upon the otherwise 
unblemished record of the courts of Massachusetts, and 
the belief in the existence of such an offence, and the asser- 
tion of the duty of the courts to punish it, detracts from 
the reputation of the good and learned Sir Matthew Hale. 
Yet the judicial records of to-day show prosecutions which, 
if we mistake not, another generation will regard in about 
the same light as we look upon the Salem witchcraft trial. 
We refer to the recent prosecutions in England against what 
are known as spiritual mediums. The ground upon which 
these procecdings are instituted is that the defendants 
violate certain laws designed to promote good order, and to 
suppress a class of vagrants who foster petty crimes but do 
not directly commit them, The prosecution of Slade, under 
the statute aimed at what are known as fortune-tellers and 
wizards, failed on account of a technical difficulty; but a 
subsequent one against one Lawrence, under a statute relat- 
ing to false pretences, succeeded. In this case defendant 
was convicted of attempting to obtain money upon the false 
pretence that he had power to communicate with the spirits 
cf deceased and other persons; and also that he had power 
to produce and cause to be present such spirits, in a 
materialised or other form; and also that divers musical 
instruments, by the sole means of such spirits so caused to 
be present, produced musical and other sounds. The com- 
plainant had paid one shilling to witness the performance. 
The Court of Queen’s Bench upon a writ of error sustained 
the conviction. That they should have done so is remarkable. 
The prosecution of these individuals is undoubtedly popular, 
but is not therefore justifiable. The real reason for it is that 
they, in playing upon the superstitious feelings of the better 
classes, are trespassing upon a preserve which, until lately, 


was supposed to belong exclusively to the clerical order; and 
these proceedings are brought as a substitute for an action of 
ejectment, 


Poetry. 


ROSICRUCIAN HYMN. 
( Chanted at the stage termed “ The Passing of the River”) 
I. 


Woutp I wero gifted 
With power to see 
Of Earth's first ages 
The mystery, 
And that were uplifted 
Time’s curtain to me— 
The centuries’ veil— 
And disclosed were the pages 
Of those who saw 
Tho Patriarch sitting his tent before, 
That waverod in the galo 
With long beard hoar 
Which o’er lands still wet with the Flood set sail, 
Chilly and raw, 


II. 


Then should I clearly, 
Much understand, 
Which now by mortal 
May not be scanned, 
Known when more nearly 
Sky stood to Land, 
And angels came free 
From Heayon’s high portal, 
And spake with men 
Oi things and of secrets now shronded all 
By Use’s pall, 
Fate—Mutability— 
Strong powers now covered in mystery 
Werc manifest then. 


II. 


Observation ill replaces 
All the knowledge firm and true, 
Which Mankind’s primeval races 
From the lips of angels drew. 
Scicnco, dimly now conceiving 
Truths and wisdom known of old, 
And half-doubting, half-believing, 
Fears t’ advance with footstep bold. 
Lo! the mighty circle closing ! 
Round to Past the Future rolls, 
When in Truth’s fair light reposing 
Stoadfast joy shall bathe our souls, 


Correspondence, 


[Great freedom is given tocorrespondents, who sometimes expressopinions diametrically opposed 
to those of this journaland its reaters. Unsolicited communications cannot be returned ; 
copies should be kepiby the writers.) i 


AMATEUR CONJURING. 


Str,—You have so often and so well pointed to the difficulties which 
surround mediums, and the liability of the most innocent man to 
persecution, that I make no excuse for referring to an inconvenience 
which alike presses hardly on the genuine medium and the sitters. 

I make no reference to properly conducted séances, in which the 
medium is protected against violence or interference by any venturesome 
sceptic, but to the other séances, where practically any person who 
induces the medium to believe that he is a friend may prevail upon him 
to grant admittance. 

Cases have recently come under my own personal observation, and 
have also been confirmed by hearsay evidence, in which persons in the 
circle who wish to be considered as “mediums,” during a genuine 
manifestation, have set up a little business on their own account, and 
simulated with a mechanical contrivance a “spirit control ” which has 
manifested itself tangibly and audibly to the sitters, The medium has 
been entirely unconscious of this fraud, and, as the race of men to 
which he belongs is not famous for worldly sagacity, may permit its 
continuance for an indefinite period without the warniug of those who 
are his truest friends. The inconvenience to sitters is great. They go 
to see a genuine manifestation through a medium who they know to be 
respectable, and in whom they feel perfect confidence. When that 
mutual confidence is established, it is, to say the least, disagreeable for 
them to be the passive witnesses of what their common sense tells them 
is an impudent deceit, 

Some months ago, at the East-end of London, there is strong reason 
to believe that a somewhat similar fraud was practised, for which the 
poor medium, who was an innocent person, had to suffer, For this he 
must himself be blamed, as he should have exercised greater care in the 
admission of persons to his séances. The opportunity is too easy for a 
dishonest person to simulate genuine phenomena iin the dark, with 
nobody to detect him but a simple-minded and confiding medium, and 
a mixed circle of sitters. Those who are unacquainted with the 
phenomena will rush at once to the unjust conclusion that the medium 
himself was a tacit accomplice in the deceit; and some sceue in the 
police-court may again be the result, which would be most disparaging 
to the whole subject in the eyes of the general public. It is, therefore, 
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for the genuine medium to protect himself, and to ensure that the 
manifestations which occur through him are the only ones which take 
place during any given séance. A neglect of common-sense precaution 
may lead at a future time to the cruel persecution of an unfortunate, 
though incautious medium. bo : 

Such considerations lead me very much to coincide with Mr, A. H. 
Louis, whose admirable remarks were uttered at a recent discussion 
meeting of the British National Association of Spiritualists, that 
mediums need some intermediary between themselves and the public, 
and that a really efficient system of protection of the genuine medium, 
and chastisement of the impostor, should be carried out. The practical 
difficulties of this plan, I admit, are immense, and fainéants will 
consider them as insuperable, but sooner or later mediums will see 
that they will have to work for real protection against the enemies who 
geek to *‘ detect” them, and the “friends” who fraudulently imitate 
them, in some place where they may be ensured safety, and where the 
sitters, on the other hand, may not be exposed to the contact of a sham 
ghost, The British National Association of Spiritualists is the only 
place in England where such conditions are observed, and where a 

urity of scientific spirit, and a calm honesty of investigation are to be 
ound, Central organisation will serve alike to protect the medium, 
and to encourage the scientific investigator by the thonght that any 
fraud or deception practised by any person will be at once detected by 
practised eyes and ears, and as quickly punished. The Séance and 
Research Committees are doing good work, and it is to be hoped that 
no slackening of energy will occur, to permit the science again to 
relapse into the condition of the “ pre-association age.”’ 
C. CARTER BLAKE. 


DR, SLADE IN HOLLAND. 


Sır, —There is scarcely any subject nowadays so much talked 
about, criticised, ridiculed, and abused, as Spiritualism. It occupies 
so many minds, it stirs the feelings of so many hearts, it changes the 
religious opinions of so many men, and thus meets all at once so much 
opposition that it certainly deserves close investigation, Yet 
Spiritualists everywhere gain ground, and scarcely a day passes but 
others are converted to this noble truth, At all events, this has been 
the case in Holland, and a great many would never have thought of 
studying the phenomena of Spiritualism if its adherents had been let 
alone by opponents. Itis very remarkable that ata time when ma- 


terialism finds so many followers, especially among the more en- `| 


lightened and educated classes of society, Spiritualism is spreading so 
fast. 

Perhaps it would be interesting to the readers of your paper to know 
what facts have been witnessed recently at the Hague. Being a 
Dutchman, and a student-in-law at Leyden University, it is with a 
feeling not unmixed with dread that I venture to write on this in- 
teresting subject in a language which, though not altogether strange 
to me, is yet far from being familiar. Therefore I appeal to your 
readers to kindly overlook faults. 

About half a year ago I first had the pleasure of making the 
acquaintance of the distinguished medium, Dr. Slade. During the 
last six months he has favoured me with a sitting nearly every day. 
To record all the wonderful phenomeua I have witnessed would fill 
pages, so that the most striking only will now be related. The well- 
known slate-writing struck me at first as the most remarkable thing I 
ever saw; the more so as we tried the experiment in different ways. 
First, by holding the slate under the table in the usual manner, then 
on the top of it, afterwards over my head; later, by taking a double 
slate fastened by hinges, and putting a little bit of pencil between the 
two. Dr. Slade placed this under my arm, and on opening it we 
found a most interesting message, covering the whole of both sides. A 
few days later I bought a similar kind of double slate at Leyden, and 
put inside a bit of pencil myself. The whole was fastened with string, 
wrapped in several sheets of paper, and then fastened again with another 
string. Taking this to the medium’s rooms at the Hague, I told him 
my wish to try whether the spirits could write something while the 
slate was in the eondition just mentioned. This request was imme- 
diately complied with by the medium, and putting the whole parcel 
at the opposite end of the table we joined our hands, waiting for re- 
sults. After afew minutes the parcel moved a little, and we heard 
distinctly a kind of scratching noise, similar to that of a person writing 
rapidly. When this noise ceased, three raps were produced, and on 
cutting the strings and opening the slate we found, to our utter as- 
tonishmeut, both sides covered with beantiful writing. I took the 
slate home, and had two panes of glass cut so as to fit them, and now 

' keep the message as a grateful sowventr of spirit power. 

Several times I obtained writing in Dutch aud in Greek, both of 
which languages are unknown to the medium, The communications 
were of a superior order, and written so correctly that they proved 
thorough knowledge of the languages. The same phenomena have 
occurred in the presence of several friends, and a great many would 
testify for themselves if they were better acquainted with English ; 
but unhappily there are not many in our country who (though they 
understand it) are able to write in the same. 

Our materialisation séances have been of a very striking character, 
especially as the medium sat at the same table with me, and he did not 
fall into a trance, or make use of dark cabinets or curtains, or any- 
thing of that kind. It would doa great deal of good to the cause of 
Spiritualism if other mediums would try to develope themselves in 
this direction, as cabinets are reasonably a source of much evil-talking 
for unbelievers, and quite naturally so. It is very difficult indeed, if 
not next to impossible, to ascertain what is going on whilst the medium 
remains in a dark cabinet, and is masked by heavy curtains from the 
eyes of the sitters. Our séances for materialisation purposes were 
never held in total darkness, but in subdued light, more or less, accord- 
ing to the wishes expressed by the controlling powers, 


One night, about the middle of May, I requested to see a member 
of iny family who died about five years ago, and whose face is deeply 
engraven in my memory. The room was not so dark but that every 
object conld be distinguished easily. We joined hands, placing them 
on an uncovered table, and there was nothing in the room bat the 
ordinary furniture. While we were engaged in an earnest conversa~ 
tion on different subjects, all of a sudden a mist was seen exactly 
opposite us, and then it vanished. A minute later it formed itself 
again, and now more distinctly, so that the outlines of the face could 
be distinguished. 

The third time I recognised my departed friend immediately— 
the same colour of hair and eyes, the same nose, the same mouth, 
every little feature precisely the same as during her life here below. 
The figure bowed and nodded kindly to us, whilst the sweetest of 
smiles lit up her angelic face. The vision reappeared several times 
during an interval of ten minutes, vanishing generally after a few 
seconds, in order to collect more power. She shook my hand heartily, 
and patted my cheek repeatedly, as if to show her affection. That 
same night we saw her better still, but the whole form seemed to be 
enveloped in a kind of white transparent drapery, which she allowed 
me to touch, and to keep in my hand for a few seconds. Then it 
vanished altogether, leaving us well pleased at having witnessed such 
splendid proofs of what spirits can do. 

These materialisations have often been repeated, and every time 
with better results, so that we have been able to see hands in broad 
daylight. ‘There are still many facts worthy of mention which I have 
had the privilege of seeing, but it would take up too much time and 
space to relate them all. At another time I hope to give an account 
of some interesting phenomena respecting “ apports” which happened 
in the presence of a friend, 

Leyden. 


THE TOWER GHOST. 


Str,—I suppose you will admit that, as a general rule, those who 
were present when anything unusual happened would be better able to 
give a correct account of it than those who have only heard the story 
at second or third hand. ` 

This observation applies, I think, forcibly to the story of “ The 
Tower Ghost,” as given in Zhe Spiritualist, vol. x., p. 305. 

The late Mr. Edmund Lenthal Swift, many years keeper of the regalia, 
in his own account of the strange appearance witnessed by himself 
and Mrs, Swifte in the Jewel Office in the year 1817, says that the de- 
tails of the story, which Professor Gregory had adopted on the authority 
of Sir David Brewster, “present a curious assemblage of errors.” 
Among many other errors that he disposes of I find that the vision was 
in no way connected with Mrs. Swifte’s death, nor did it even affect her 
health, The appearance to the sentinel was not on the same night as 
that seen by Mr. and Mrs. Swifte. Mr. Swifte did not hear from the 
Serjeant that such appearances are not uncommon in the Tower. He 
did not attend a Court Martial on the sentinel, nor give any evidence in 
his favour. He was never in any sense a Colonel. 

Persons who wish to see the story as told by Mr. Swifte will find it, 
together with his answers to questions put by Mr. De Morgan and 
others, in Notes and Queries for the years 1860 and 1861. 2nd series, 
vol, x, pp. 192, 286, 277, 291, 878, and 477. And vol. xi, page 15, 

W. Wuirrar. 

High-street, Hornsey. mna 

MYSTERIOUS RAPPINGS. 


Sim, — When alone last evening I heard on the floor about a yard from 
the spot where I stood, a shower of short, sharp raps; these raps were 
repeated several times. I cannot think of any natural cause to which I 
can attribute the sounds. I was too much alarmed to be able to ask any 
questions and to calm myself; I sat down to read, and the raps ceased. 
Will you tell me whether these showers of short sharp raps are usual 
with spirits, and how I should be likely to induce a repetition ? 

Aw INQUIRER, 

Sevenoaks. 

[If these noises wero due to spirit-agency, holding a circle in the same 
room in accordance with the instructions on our last advertisomont page 
would be likely to induce their reenrrence,—Ep.] 


AN APPARITION. 


Sirn,—I beg to forward you an account of a materialisation which 
took place in Bristol. It was first related to me by a friend of the 
seeress, and afterwards by the young lady herself. It is particularly 
valuable as showing that the spontaneous and evoked phenomena are 
analogous. 

The young lady in question, who knew nothing of Spiritualism, hap- 
pened to go into a bedroom after dark, and without taking a light, and, 
on looking towards one part of the room, perceived what appeared to 
her to be a sort of luminous rotating ball. She, imagining it some 
peculiar effect of light and shadow, looked towards the window to 
ascertain the cause; but, on turning again to the spot, the ball had in 
that short space of time evolved itself into the half figure in profile of a 
very old woman; the yellow, parchment-coloured skin and shabby, old- 
fashioned black silk cloak were distinctly visible. The fact of the figure 
being only half formed convinced her that it was no earthly visitor, and, 
understanding nothing of the philosophy of Spiritualism, she was, of 
course, too terrified to wait for its full development, so rushed, almost 
fainting, into the next room, crying, ‘ Mother, save me !” 

As soon as she described the cause of her agitation, the mother (who 
herself had witnessed a materialisation while attending a death-bed) 
soothed her by saying simply, ‘Iwas only poor old Mrs. R—— ;” and 
this hypothesis was afterwards confirmed by another witness, who had 
algo known the old lady during her earth life. The next day the young 
lady related her singular experience to a friend of mine, asking his 
opinion. He laughingly inquired what she had taken in the evening, 
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and, on her replying “ Ginger beer ” only, told herit was his belief that 
the phantom existed solely in “her own silly little head.” Since that 
time, however, he has turned the full powers of his broad, deep-thinking 
mind to the study of Spiritualism, and has, consequently, pronounced a 
very different verdict on the phenomena witnessed by his young friend. 
- Singular to relate, on only one other oeeasion did this lady ever 
become the subjeet of a kindred experience, and that was simply a 
strange case of prevision. I hope the above unvarnished statement of 


facts may prove interesting to some of your numerous readers. 
Exitza BOUCHER, 


July 13th. 
THE ULTIMATE CONSTITUTION OF MATTER, 


Sır, —Surely if Professor Tyndall finds in matter the “ promise and 
potency of every form of life” he cannot regard it as an “ hypothetical 
dead something,” as Mr. Massey pnts it, but as the active cause, source 
and principle of all phenomena or eflects whatsoever, life and mind 
included, as affirmed by Bacon, and so regarded by Mr. Lewes, in his 
Problems of Life and Mind, and as explained by myself so many years 
ago in certain letters to Miss Martineau which seem to be forgotten. 

Mr. Massey seems to think that matter, as a “real, self-subsiatent 
substanee or entity,” is an assumption; but if so, all opinions 
are assumptions; and in asking ‘ What is truth?” and getting no 
answer, we must abandon philosophy altogether—Spiritualism included 
—for pure scepticism and a mental chaos. Then life would indeed be 
“ of such stuff as dreams are made of,” for there would be no such thing 
as eternal truth, or permanent and universal principles ; which notion may 
indeed be well called “metaphysics.” 

Dr. Blake thinks that to say that we have nothing to do with what 
“things are in themselves” is ‘a sweeping annihilation of all science.” 
But did not Newton say this? Does not Tyndall say this? And 
Huxley? And did not Bacon say the same? And did not the great 
Humboldt say the same? With respect to the latter, Dr. Blake’s 
opinion is not that of men of seienee in general. No man of his time 
possessed a fuller knowledge or more free and broader views than Hum- 
boldt. The excitement about the Cosmos at the time it appeared was 
very great, and Humboldt was then eighty years of age. It would be 
wrong to let Dr. Blake’s opinion pass unnoticed. 

Henry G. Arxinson, F'.G.S8. 


Boulogne. 
DR, CARPENTER AND SPIRITUALISM, 


Sin,—Agsa reader of The Sptrituahst, I may perhaps be allowed to 

say that Iam much pleased with the sensible manner in whieh you are 
treating the utteranees of Dr. Carpenter, et hoc genus omne. Yet we 
should look upon him with leniency. I remember afew years ago that I 
considered the man to be mad as Drs. Carpenter and Forbes Winslow 
think the Spiritualists, who first broached to me the facts of animal 
magnetism. I for one prefer this term to ‘‘ Mesmerism,” as Mesmer 
was a man who but gave prominence to an ancient science. Since then 
I have had large and peculiar experience, but yet my mind eannot give 
its assent to the materialisation séances which you record, some of which 
read like romanee. I have only personal acquaintance with two who 
have seen these phenomena in London and Manchester, and their 
reports are very unsatisfactory. Moreover, all attempts on my part at 
getting materialisations have failed, but these have not been denied as 
phenomena occurring in the lower spiritual world. Hence Dr. Carpen- 
ter is doubtless quite honest in denying a Spiritualism which his intel- 
lectual nature cannot receive; but he seems to me to fall into the great 
fault of speaking ex cathedra of subjects with the facts of which he is 
evidently unacquainted, and intellectually incapacitated to speak upon, 
as a man may becolour-blind or deficient in some other moral, intellee- 
tual, or soul quality. 
- There are few of the recorded facts of animal magnetism which my 
mind cannot now aceept as true, although all my experience has fallen 
upon high-trance, unveiling the entire moral and spiritual nature of the 
other world, and accompanied at times with proof which seems without 
gainsay. Here I may say a word upon one of your last articles. In 
the ease of my sensitive my mind has no biological power; tho sensitive 
remembers all her experiences, but if I fill the vacant, body with 
another soul (as is possible), nothing of this added experience is then 
remembered, but totally different visions are related. Whether this 
will also explain some parts of Gregory’s work I do not know. There 
are few of the Biblieal theories which have not been demonstrated to 
me clairvoyantly. JOHN YARKER, 

Tho Poplars, Burton-lane, Withington, Manchester, 


THE EXPERIENCES OF THE REV. W. MIALL, 


Sin,—Will you allow me to give some aceount of my endeavours to 
satisfy myself of the existence of the alleged phenomena of Spirit- 
nalism? . 

It occurs to me that there are probably others whose experience re- 
sembles mine, and if you or any of your correspondents should deem 
it worth while to reply to this communication, the requirements of 
many persons might be met, and their wishes gratified. 

It is about two years since I began to give serious thought to the 
subjeet. From the first I felt that the difficulties in the way of belief 
were enormous. Atthe same time I felt that the evidence was in many 
cases furnished by persons who, whether regarded as investigators, or as 
reporters, were entitled to all respect and confidence. Had the alleged 
facts been less extraordinary, and not so apparently subversive, of 
universally recognised laws, or had the questions involved been less 
momentous, I might have been content to receive without further inquiry 
the testimony thus furnished, 

Under the cireumstances, however, I felt that nothing short of 
“seeing” could warrant “ believing.” To aecumulate, under my own 
observation, facts by which I might afterwards test current theories, or 


upon which I might base a theory of my own, seemed to me the most 
natural mode of proceeding. 

Upon this idea I have aeted. 

If up to the present time the results are not of a kind to produce con- 
vietion, that eireumstance, I venture to affirm, is not attributable to an 
uncandid disposition of mind in relation to the subject. Could the 
fact of communion with departed human spirits be established, or 
even could the existence of unembodied spirits of any kind be demon- 
strated, it would seem to me that thus in the demolition of the materialist 
theory a great gain would be secured. Nor would it distress or disturb 
me if, believing in the reality of spiritual phenomena, I should be con- 
strained, on the strength of spirit testimony, to regard very many 
generally received theological opinions and theories as erroneous. Of so 
much I am convinced already. 

These, however, are some of my experiences, For many months, 
acting on the advice of Spiritualists, I have sat weekly “in eircle” in 
my own house. The members of the circle have been all that could be 
wished as to their sentiments, both with regard to each other and to the 
subject. Oceasionally, in the hope of securing improved results, a 
change of persons constituting the cirele has been adopted. Hitherto 
our experience has not been encouraging. The utmost that hag oc- 
curred has been the “ tilting,” more or less violent, of a very small table, 
which we could never feel quite certain was not produced unconsciously 
by ourselves, and certain half-intelligent answers to questions, about the 
origin of which we have been similarly dubious in by far the greater 
number of cases, and always when the table was substantial and heavy 
there have been no movements at all. 

My experience when sitting with recognised mediums has been 
scarcely more satisfactory. 

Two or three instances, indeed, should be mentioned when tha 
phenomena were inexplicable, and only requiring to be repeated and 
multiplied and varied, so that fuller opportunity for observing them 
might be supplied, in order to constitute the data L am seeking. A slate 
message on one occasion, and the appearance of certain human- 
like forms—when, however, the medium was not seen—on another, are 
the chief of these. 

But let me record instanees of a different kind. 

1. I attended a large meeting convened to witness manifestations 
through an American medium. Folded papers for her to read were sent 
up to her table by scores. I do not think that in any one instance she 
sueceeded in reading them, but when entranced she pointed to me and 
described a spirit which she said she saw standing by me. I eould not 
identify the spirit, nor could any other person. | ; 

2, I called, in eompany with a friend, on a well-known medium, 
whom I knew was unacquainted with either of us. She was influenced 
by her two customary controls, Very obviously each made a guess from 
our appearance and address as to our occupation and surroundings. In 
each case the guess was ludicrously at fault. This medium, too, when 
under eontrol, professed to see spirits attendant upon me, but the 
description failed to enable me to identify them. 

3. On one oceasion when a medium was sitting behind eurtains in my 
own house, certain manifestations were thought to ocenr, such as the 
thrumming of instruments apparently beyond his reach, &e. I sug- 
gested that a large eage with open bars should be placed behind the 
eurtains, and he be seated init. To this he readily consented. The 
experiment was tried on three oecasions. On no oeeasion did anything 
oecur, 

4. I went twice to a private séance with an eminent professional 
medium, not now in this eountry. The ‘ manifestations” were of the 
feeblest and most unsatisfactory kind. 

5. I went with a friend to the house of an aceredited and well-known 
professional medium.. One other person was present. The medium 
seemed convulsed. Nothing further oceurred, 

6, Very recently a professional medium, through whom it is reported 
the most extraordinary phenomena are almost certain to oecur when he 
is present at à séance, joined the eirclein my own house. The results 
were absolutely nid. Not a creak was there or movement of any kind. 

7. On one oeeasion I invited a Spiritualist, of whose probity I am 
fully convinced, and who states that he never sits in circle without cer- 
tain and often most remarkable manifestations, to join my home circle. 
This attempt to obtain some similar result was fruitless, Nothing 
occurred. 

I could add to these instances, but are not they sufficient to make it 
evident that I must be sincerely desirous of enlightenment, and patient 
withal, in that I am still striving to ascertain, examine, and accumu- 
late faets. 

I ought to say, perhaps, that I have attended séances with Mr, Wil- ` 

liams and with Mr, Eglinton, when voices have been heard, furniture 
has been moved, and many inexplicable circumstances have oceurred; 
but, then, this has always been in the dark, and, although I do not join 
with some in ridicule of dark séances, and, indeed, admit that darkness 
may be a reasonable condition of certain phenomena, yet I am obliged 
to feel that, for an investigator like myself, a trifling circumstance in 
the light is of more worth and weight than a mueh more wonderful one 
in darkness. 
- I hope the intention of this letter will not be misinterpreted. I do 
not write to suggest suspicion, but because I think such an experience 
as mine should be frankly stated, and because I indulge the hope that 
some adviee may be elicited needed by others as well as by me, and the 
adoption of which may conduet to better results. 

Hitherto the literature of Spiritualism has seemed to me to furnish 
incontestible evidence, if not of the spiritualistie interpretation of the 
puienomena, yet of their occurrence. I can only regret that the results 
of personal investigation have not been concurrent. 


Wiium Mrr. 
Dalston, July 16th, 1877, 
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SPIRITUALISM IN NOTTINGHAM, 

Sm,—Mr. E. W. Wallis, missionary medium, of the East-end Spiritual 
Institution, a few weeks ago put himself in communication with the 
committee of the Nottingham Spiritualists’ Society, which resulted in 
his engagement for the evenings of June 28th, 29th, and 30th last. — 

During our existence as a society we have had visits from various 
workers, but I think I can safely assert that none have given greater 
satisfaction than our last visitor. The first séance was held at the house 
of a lady who is much interested in Spiritualism, and it was well 
attended. The subject was chosen by the company, and a remarkably 
exhaustive and interesting address was given us. Questions were 
invited, and put, and met with prompt replies. The control of an Indian 
spirit was much appreciated, the singing in his native language being 
interesting. Other séances were held at the homes of inquirers on the 
Friday and Saturday evenings, which gave so mueh satisfaction that 
Mr. Wallis was invited to pay them a second visit for a few days the 
following week. The Sunday evening meeting at the room in Chureh 
Gate was largely attended by the friends of the cause. The address 
(subject chosen by the audience) was an admirable one, and deserved to 
be reported in your pages. We feel sure that Mr. Wallis, were his 
abilities or mediumship more widely known, would be more fully 
engaged in the work for which he is so well qualified. He appears to 
be deeply in earnest in his work, eloquent in his delivery, and reasonable 
in his charges; we therefore feel that we can confidently recommend his 
services to the friends desirous of pushing on our glorious faith. I say 
this on behalf of the committee. 

Last Monday, July 9th, the friends of both the Spiritual societies 
here met to partake of a social cup of tea, in the corridor of the refresh- 
ment room at the Arboretum. It was a pleasant and harmonious 
gathering. Over sixty persons sat down to tea, which was a very good 
one, and did credit to the ladies of the Tea Committee. The profits 
rather more than met all expenses. After tea a few friends joined ina 
game of croquet, whilst others perambulated the beautiful grounds of 
our Arboretum. At seven o’clock the Conference commenced. Mr. S, 
Addicott was elected to the chair. Although a firm believer, he was not 
connected with either section of Nottingham Spiritualists, and he sup- 
posed that was why he had been selected to preside. He thought the 
time had come when both parties might profitably meet together over a 
social cup of tea, even if they could not meet for worship. Speeches 
were also made by Messrs. Bilson, Herod, Hitchcock, Ashworth, Taylor, 
and Mrs. Barnes, after which resolutions were passed to the effect that 
it was desirable that another conference should be held at an early date 
to consider the best steps to take to push on the cause in this district. 
After a vote of thanks to the ladies and the chairman the proceedings 
closed. J. A. 

Nottingham, July 16th. 


Mr. J. T. Ruopzs, who for a long time worked actively in counection 
with Spiritualism in Newcastle, now resides in Edinburgh. 

SPIRITUALISM is spreading in Folkestone, Regular séances are now 
held there in private, and the Folkestone News recently published some 
strong evideuce in favour of the subject. 


An Aprarition.—The Daily Telegraph of Jaly 12th, in the course of 
an article on the painful case of Fanny Stallard, says: ‘‘ To the police 
officer who went to arrest the prisoner, she made no denial of the con- 
cealment, but always declared she had not killed the baby by any 
violence. Her statement was that it was feeble and fretful; that when 
she drew a flannel over its mouth it died, and that the stones she had 
placed upon it had caused the bruises. Her pitiable state of mind may 
be gathered from what she said to the officer, ‘I knew you had 
found the child, sergeant, for it appeared to me at the window at twelve 
o'clock, and that was about the time you picked it up, wasn’t it?’ That 
was the exact time, strangely enough, and there could be little doubt 
about the verdict which must be delivered. After a deliberation of forty 
minutes the jury found Fanny Stallard guilty, but strongly recom- 
mended her to mercy on account of her youth, her desertion by the 
father of the child, and the general circumstances of the case,” 

MR. SPURGEON on GUARDIAN Ancers.—I have sometimes a thought 
which cheers me in distress; and was not an angel sent to strengthen 
Christ in the garden? How do you think the angel strengthened him ? 
Why, by putting thoughts into Christ’s mind. He could not in any 
other way; he could not strengthen him by a cordial, or by any physical 
means; but by injecting thoughts. And so with us. There was a 
temptation which might have led you astray; but God said— 
“Gabriel, fly! there is a danger to one of my people; go and put 
such a thought into his soul that when the danger comes he will 
say, ‘Get thee behind me, Satan, I will have nothing to do with 
sin?” We have each of- us a guardian angel to attend us; and if 
there be any meaning in the passage—“ In heaven the angels do 
always behold the face of your father which is in heaven,” it means 
that every person has a guardian spirit, and every Christian has 
some angel who flies about him and holds the shield of God over his 
brow, keeps his foot lest he should dash it against a stone—guards him, 
controls him, manages him, injects thoughts, restrains evil desires, and 
is the minister and servant of the Holy Ghost to keep us from sin, and 
lead us to righteousness. Whether I am right or wrong I leave you to 
judge; but perhaps I have more angelology in me than most people. I 
know my imagination sometimes has been so powerful that I could 
almost, when Ihave been alone at night, fancy I saw an angel fly by me; 
and hear the movement of the cherubim as they pass swiftly by. How- 
ever, I take it that the text teaches us that angels have very much todo 
with God’s providence. Jor it says—‘‘ And when the living creatures 
went, the wheels went by them; and when the living creatures were 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up.” Let us bless God 
that he has made angels ministering spirits to minister unto them that 
are heirs of salvation, Religio- Philosophical Journal, 


Mr. Jonn Lamont telegraphs to us from Liverpool that Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Gales Forster have arrived there from the United States. 

Mr. J, W. Lawrunen is giving a weekly séance for trance-speaking 
at the rooms of the National Association of Spiritualists. j 

Norxine is more deeply punished than the neglect of the affinities by 
which alone society should be formed.— Emerson, 

Mr. Lurner Corby, of Boston, U.S., informs ns that the warm 
welcome given in this country to General Grant has made a very 
favourable impression in the United States. 

Tur Religio-Philosophical Journal (Chicago), says that it is about to 
publicly consider the questions raised by Signor Rondi before the British 
National Association of Spiritualists, about the treatment of mediums, 


CuRRENT newspaper articles and letters about Spiritualism are kept 
in scrap books in the library of the National Association of Spiritualists 
so those who wish such utterances permanently preserved for public use, 
should post copies of newspapers containing the same to the secretary. 


Sir Cuarrrs Isuam, Bart., has been elected an honorary member of 
the Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, which is the 
most efficiently managed of all the local Spiritualistic Societies. Its rules 
and constitution, the result of many years’ experience, are models in 
their way, and would prove useful guides to new societies, or those now 
in course of formation. 

THERE have been a few unexpected delays in bringing out the new 
edition of Professor Gregory's Animal Magnetism, but the binding is 
now so far advanced that it will be finished by to-morrow or Monday. 
The book is a large one and well printed; it is also one of the most 
moderate in price ever published in this country in connection with 
Spiritualism. 

Transition Periops.—When the philosophic minds of the world 
can no longer believe its religion, or can only believe it with modifica- 
tions amounting to an essential change of its character, a transitional 
period commences, of weak couvictious, paralysed intellects, and 
growing laxity of principle, which cannot terminate until a renovation 
has been effected in the basis of their belief, leading to the evolution of 
some faith, whether religious or merely human, which they can really 
believe: and when things are in this state, all thinking or writing 
which does not tend to promote such renovation, is of very little value 
beyond the moment.—Joun Sruarr Mri, 

Tne Quern’s Prizm ar Wimetepox.—The Duke of Cambridge pre- 
sented Jamieson the badge of his triumph, and congratulated him on his 
success. Jamieson is a working cabinet-maker, and carries on business 
in Liverpool. The result of the shooting verifies, with singular exacti- 
tude, a dream which occurred to him two or three nights ago. A fellow 
volunteer was astonished to see Jamieson rise in his sleep and place his 
arms in the attitude of discharging a rifle. He then exclaimed, “A 
bull’s eye!” and a few minutes afterwards he repeated the action, 
crying out, “A bull’s eye again! I’ve won the Queen’s Prize by a 
point.” The remarkable feature of this coincidence is the fact that 
Jamieson’s triumph was, in fact, by just a point. Jamieson has never 
won any very considerable prize before.—London Daily Express, July 
18th. 

Royran Norman COLLEGE ror THE BLIND. — On Thursday, last 
week, the new buildings in connection with the Royal Normal Col- 
lege of Music for the Blind, Upper Norwood, were opened by 
H.R.H. the Princess Louise. The arrangements for the prevention of 
overcrowding were excellent. Among those present we noticed the 
Marquis of Lorne, the Duke of Westminster, Lord R, Grosvenor, 
M.P., Dean Stanley and Miss Stanley, Mr. Cross (Home Secretary), 
Sir Rutherford Alcock, the Lady Mayoress, Mrs. W. ‘ebb, Mrs. 
Hallock, the Hon. Mrs. Forbes, Miss Spencer, Miss Deekens, Mr. 
Dietz, and General Bradford. There was some good singing by the 
College Choir, and some speeches by the Duke of Westminster, Sir 
Rutherford Alcock, and Mr. Campbell, the principal. A year or two 
ago we printed evidence, from several independent sources, that the 
physically blind have sometimes been able to see by the faculty of 
clairvoyance, One case of this kind came under the personal obser- 
vation of the Baroness Von Vay, of Austria, who published the details 
in these pages, and who will be in London early in August next. 
As clairvoyance is frequently developed by mesmerism, the serious 
question remains unsolved as yet, whether many in the Normal Col- 
lege are not afflicted with blindness because popular ignorance of 
psychology prevents their relief. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS BY Mr. Darwin.—In the July number 
of Mind Mr. Darwin publishes some interesting psychological observa- 
tions made on one of his children. The paper shows all the author’s 
nice care in selecting suitable points for observation, as well as his pos- 
session of a sufficient guiding apparstusof psychological principles. The 
particular infant observed appcars to have been generally precocious, 
Among many other curious facts recorded we may instance the child's 
expressing his anger when eleven months old by beating a wrong play- 
thing given him; his showing fear when four and a half months old at 
his father’s approaching him with his back towards him ; his recognising 
an image of his father in a mirror as such when less than two months 
old; and his experimenting in “‘the dramatic art” when thirteen 
months old by pretending to be angry with his father, in order to have 
the pleasure of a subsequent reconciliation, Mr. Darwin here and there 
suggests important psychological bearings of his facts, as in accounting 
for the child’s fear of unfamiliar animal-shapes in the Zoological Gar- 
dens, in noting how much surprise enters into laughter, and in enforcing 
the hypothesis that man previously to the acquisition of articulate 
sounds communicates his feelings and wants by means of notes falling 
into “a true musical scale.” Such carefully and intelligently made 
observations of infants as those of M. Taine and Mr. Darwin cannot fail 
to yield important psychological results, More particularly they may be 
expected to throw much light on the order of events in the mental 
development of the race. 
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SOCIAL AND SECTARIAN NARROWNESS. 

Tus following is one of a serios of communications now in course of 
publication in the Folkestone News, under the title of “ The Wobblejaw 
Ballads :”— 

A STIPF-NECKED SON, 

Mr. Edditor,—Wats to be dun with my sun Tony? He have fallen in 
luv with Rose Tomkinson, as is the artfullest creetur in Folkestone. O, 
she’s deep, she is. She gits peeple to like her, by nevver sayin nothing 
aggenst noboddy ; she nevver jines in our little talks abbout our nabers, 
or helps to put down them as oght to beput down. l'm skarsely sivvle 
toher when Tony’s outof the room, Ugh! The apricot! 

“Tony,” ses I, “yuro a disgrasing of us; me and yure father in- 
tended you for Sophy Wilkins, as would make us the best peeple in our 
chapple, and would drive the Whiffens so ravin jellus that they would 
nevver sit easy agen at prares in their pew on Sundays, and would 
nevver forgive us to there dyin day.” 

“Tony,” ses his sister, burstin out cryin, “ you'll be the rvin of us 
all, and I shant get engaged as lady's made to the rectoress thru the 
influens of Sophy Wilkins.” 

Heer Tony's little bruther, who didnt understan wot was sed, begun 
to cry too. 

“Tony,” sed Miss Spriggs, his aunt, “I think all luv makkin is 
wikked an sinile, aud yure parents is too good to you in lettin you think 
even of Sophy Wilkins. Ware do you expect to go to when you die?” 

“Tony,” ses his father, “I’m greeved, deeply greeved. Yure a 
proddigle sun, sir; yure a flying in the face of provvidence, and bringin 
of the gray hares of yure parents in sorrer to the grave. si 

“ Stop there,” I sed, “I havvent got eny gray hares.” 

“ Considerin,” ses le—not heedin—“ considerin the influens of deacon 
Erasmus Wilkins in our chapple, considering the aid he mite hev been 
to me in bisniss, [look upon you as a proflligit, and hopes you'll read all 
about Annienias and Saffira before you go to bed to-nite, and that yure 
heart will be sofened. I would have you think,” ses he, wavin his hand 
ellerquent, ‘I would have you think of the futur of them disobedyent 
childern as is predestined to perdishun. Befor we go to bed to-nite we 
will all sing the improving hym :— 

’Mid seas of never-ending flames, 
Where vengeance dire in thunder rolls, 
And darts to inflict immortal pains, 
Poison the blood of damnéd souls ”— 

Heer I cried with joy, and thot I was in hevven. Our minnister 
nevver spuk better than did Tony’s father that nite. 

“ T have nevver had so much trubble,” ses he, ‘‘since the day them 
three twins come; the other two of em never disgrased me, but yor 
Tony. ” here he berried his eyes in his hankerchief. 

Then Tony got up, verry red, and sed, “F dont want to be misre- 
spectful, father, but I bleeve yure all carin more abbout yurselves than 
about me, and I hope Miss Wilkins will be at the bottom of the well in 
Seagate-street, before Harvey annelieges it again.” And he went out, 
Here’s trubble, here’s trubble !—Yures affekshunitly. 

Saray WOBBLEJAWS. 

P.S.—Everrybody wants to know what Tony will rite about next 
week. He has plenty of subjiks in hand, as follers :—How a milingtery 
ossifer fired at a targit, and hit a heel-pie man in Sandgate. How 
Alderman Caister seed a ghost. What the stashun master sed to his 
men, and what the men sed to the stashun master. Miss Rosylinder 
Smith and the curate. The luvs of the Mares of Folkestone, which 
Tony ses is an anshent and ossifide subjik. Alderman Banks on the 
pollushun of rivers, How a sharp blade and a speer point, was found 
in the mail bags contriry to regulations. We wants more skandles, and 
let them as nose them, rite all abbout them to the Mare, for Tony. 


THE CONVERTED CARMAN, 


Dear Sir,-~At the Wesleyan Home Mission meeting last week, 
under the presidency of Mr. Fagg, the Rev. W. D. Walters made a 
statement, which I took down at the time, that a workman in Mr. 
Spurgeon’s flock was suddenly moved to speak to a carman in the street 
about his soul; the man swore at him, but finally was induced to go to 
the Tabernacle, which he afterwards said he would never enter again. 
The next time the carman saw Mr. Spurgeon’s follower in the street he 
took to his heels, but was pursued, caught, induced to go to the 
Tabernacle again, and was, with his wife, converted, and is now a 
useful member of the church. I have filled in the details of this story 
from imagination, thus :— 


In one of Folkestone’s chapels, 
On the fifth day of July, 

Eighteen-hundred-and-seventy-seven, 
With mouth agape sat I. 

And Mister Walters told his tale, 
Whilst deacons all-a-row, 

In nicely studied attitudes, 
Smiled on their flock below. 

Though Walter’s hair was curly black, 
His face was rosy red, 

And rosier, ruddier still it grew, 
As thus he sung or said :— 

“Tn the bright sun on London Bridge 


A pale-faced workman stood, 
Who groaned, and upwards rolled his eyes, 
He was so very good. 
“ And that same bilious carpenter 
A carman rude espied, 
Who cracked his whip and cried, ‘ Ya-hip t’ 
So after him he hied. : 


“ His shiny cap had one great peak 
Just half-way down his back, 
And for an apron this pure child 
Of nature wore a sack. 


“ His trowsers, made of corduroy, 
Were tied below the knee, 
As is the custom of his class, 
Most beautiful to sce. 


“ His blouse of canvas fluttered free, 
He bore his heavy whip 
Beneath his arm, did this rude man— 
The man who yelled ‘ Ya-hip!’ 


“ Now, had that man read Coleridge 
He would have cried, d’ye see, 
t I prithee, ancient carpenter, 
Now wherefore stopp’st thou me?’ 


“But ‘You get out!’ was all he said, 
And snapped amain his whip, 
Then set his legs a-swing again, 
And once more cried, ‘ Ya-hip !’ 


“Oh, go not thus!’ said Spurgeon’s child, 
‘But listen unto me, 
Here is a ticket, blue and red, 
For our next weekly tea,’ 


“¢Your tea be blowed,’ said that rongh man, 
With look of strange surprise, 
And added sundry bad remarks 
About his limbs and eyes. 


“<I will not let thee say mo nay,’ 
The carpenter replied ; 
Then both his eyes that carman rubbed, 
And opened very wide. 


“Tor had the stranger punched his head, 
Or swore an oath or two, 

The carman would have been at home, 
Nor puzzled what to do, 


“ So lest his brains should be fatigued 
In solving this hard knot, 
He took the ticket, went to tea, 
And found it strong and hot. 


‘‘ And deaconegses spoke him fair, 
And so did Spurgeon too; 
They were so very nice all round, 
He felt in quite a stew. 


“That night he passed in fitful dreams, 
Bronght on by hymns and tea ; 
His simple brains were so upset, 
All in a whirl was he. 


‘When next he saw the carpenter 
Close by his waggon’s wheels, 
That sturdy carman dropped his whip, 
And took unto his heels. 


“But the good carpenter gave chase, 
Joined by a crowd of boys, 
And once more into thraldom led 
The man in corduroys. 


“He bronght him back to Spurgeon’s flock, 
And with him came his wife; 
And that bluff man reformed his ways, 
And led a better life. 


“In the great Tabernacle’s hall 
They oft stand side by side— 
T'he carpenter and carman both— 
To Spurgeon’s joy and pride. 
“ And oft ho tells his listening flock 
How censures leave a smart, 
But kind words go like arrows home 
To every human heart.” 


The moral Walters drew from this, 
All in a nutshell lies— 
“ You can reclaim your brother man, 
So go and do likewise”? ` 


Some tea-tickets I straightway bought, 
And thongh Spearpoint* may rail, 

To-night I'll stop and clean convert 
The man who drives the mail. 


ANTHONY WOBBLEJAWS, 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


R.—You send us a letter about ‘the world’s medium ” visiting your district, 

_ Whom do you mean ? 

A Supscriser.—Your letter does not givo tho dotails of tho tosts, nor are 
your name and address apponded, Unless under somewhat oxceptional 
circumstances, we do not caro to publish anonymous letters about séances 
with profossional mediums. 


* The Folkestone Postmaster, . 


Jury 20, 1877. 
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 


Representing the English and American Literature of Spirit- 
aalism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News- 
paper Branch Office, 38, Great Russoll-street, Bloomsbury, 
London, W.C. 


{For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has been 
rented on the premises of the National Assoelation of Splrlt- 
ualists, but the Associatlon and The Spiritualist Newspapor and 
publishing business are not In any way connected with eaeli 
other.] 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY and MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM, by Eugene Crowell, M.D., of New York. 
This is a standard work on Spiritualism by a competent observer, 
who, after studying its facts for many years, has drawn from 
them only such conclusions as they warrant, and who has com- 
prehensively dealt with the whole subject. In two volumes, 
price 103. 6d.per volume. 


THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale 
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A 
standard work contalning interesting ‘and well-anthenticated 
facts, proving the reality of spirit communion. It also contains 
an elaborate essay defining the authors vicws of the relation- 
ship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church, ys, 6d. 


FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER 
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorb- 
Ing interest, replete with well-authenticated narratives, doscrib- 
ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. dd. 


REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of 
the Dialectical Society. This committee consisted of literary, 
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual- 
ism for two years without engaging ‘the services of any profes- 
sional medium, after which they pubilshed the report. Original 
edition, 16s, ; moderately abridged edition, 5s. 


RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever 
published to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of 
the physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 58. 


MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.8. This book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to Hume’s “Essay on Miracles.” It also 
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations, 
and sontalns some of the personal experlences of Mr. Wal- 
lace, ős. 


PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, 
by Epes Sargent, A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti- 
cated spiritual phenomena, Information about tle relationship 
of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also given, 4s, 

VUONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 


A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly 
bound, with gllt edges, 2s. 


LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W.’ 
e 


Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.S. This 
book consists of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientitic 
aspects of Spiritualism, 3s. 6d. 


WHERE ARE THE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM 
EXPLAINED, by Fred, A. Binney, A practically useful work 
for inquirers, giving general information about English profes- 
sional and non-professional međiums,also about the periodical 
and other Literature of Spiritualism, 3s. 


THE OTHER WORLD, by the Rev. G. F. 
Jue, D.C.L. This newly-published book contains Facts 
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions, 
Wraiths, Warnings, and Witcheraft. The author admits the 
reality of Spiritual visitations, but considers modern. Spiritual- 
ism to be diabolical. Ile, however, gives valuable facts, pre- 
viously unpnblished, and prints the only authorised and com- 
plete accouut of the Apparition seen by one of the ancestors of 

ord Lyttleton. 


PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes 
Sargent. This work, by an American author of acknowledged 
ability, gives an account of the materialisution of Spirits in 
England and America during the past few years in the presence 
of famious mediums, and, as a rule, before educated witnesses 
of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work also 
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology, 
morals, and religion; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the 
materialised spinit Katie King, copied from a photograph of her 
taken by Mr, Harrison by the aid of the magnesium light. 5s, 


MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev. 
William Mountford. The author is an acute and vigorous 
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability. Contents: The 
Anti-Supernaturalism of the Present Age; Science and the 
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine: Miracles and the Be- 
sving Spirit; The Scriptures and Pneumatology; Miracles 
and ‘Science: the Spirit: and the Prophets Thereof; Anti- 
Supernatural Misunderstandings; the Last Ecstatic; Matter 
and Spirit; the Outburst of Spiritualism ; Thoughts on Spiri- 
tnalism ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles aud 
the Creative Spirit; Miracles and Human Nature; Miracles 
and Pneumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testament; the 
Old Testament and the New; the Spirit; Jesus and the Spirit ; 
Jesus and Resurrection; the Church and the Spirit, 12mo,, 
600 pp. Cloth 10s. 6d. 


ALLAN KARDIC'S “SPIRITS’ BOOK” (Blackwell). 
73. 6d. 


THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In 
this extraordiuary book the author, who is a Professor of 
Geology in America, employed clairyoyants to reveal to him 
by vision events connected with the ‘early history of geological 
specimens: these scnsitives thus saw the Mastodon and other 
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals |were 
surrounded, — The author also sent his clairvoyants to cxamine 
portions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the 
iuhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The 
book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the 
sensitives as the visions passed before their eyes, The substance 
of a review of this book in “The Spiritualist” was to the effect 
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also 
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would 
not cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself down to the question of the reliability 
of clairvoyance, which, when employed to gain information about 
distant places on earth, has been found sometimes to give ac- 
curate results and sometimes inaccurate results, ‘The review 
further expresses the opinion that if ever interplanetary com- 
munication should be established, lt will bo by means of elair- 
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood 
spiritual powers in man. Thee Vols, 243.; or 8s. per single 
volume, 


POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits 
through the medinmship of Lizzie Doten. The accusation is some- 
times made by disbelievers that spirit messages are of a'trampery 
character, but these beantiful poems give evidence that all spirit 
utterances are not so, “The Prophecy of Vala,” published 
in this book, and professedly given by theSplrit of Edear Alen 
Poe, is better than any which that poet wrote during the whole 
a his life ọn earth, Best edition, gilt, 10s, Gd. ; cheap edition, 

3. . 


2 Vols., crown 8vo., 158. , 


POEMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits through 
the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. This, like the preceding work, 
is a collectiou of beautiful pocms, 7s. 6d. 


BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER 
WHICH HELPED TIEM TO PERFORM MIGHTY WORKS, 
By Allan Putnam. és 


PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H. 
S. Olcott. Profusely illustrated, This book is dedicated to Mr. 
William Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The author 
is a literary gentleman of high standing in New York, and the 
hook censists of descriptions of seances at which matcrialised 
spirits appeared under test conditions, in the presence of the 
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the Edy Brothers, 
their homestead, and the phenomena presented at their seances, 
are included in the work. 128. 6d. 


PSALMS OF LIFE. A eollection containing 150 pieces 
or music, and 650 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John 8, Adams, 
S. 


HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. 
By Washington A. Danskin, 4s. 6d, 

POEMS BY ACHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a 
public trance speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. ös. 

THE FUTURE LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds, Ys. 6d. 

TIIN PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspiration- 
ally through the medinmship of Mrs. Maria M. King. ys. 6d. 
LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the 

testimony of the departed about the world beyond the grave. bs. 
HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL- 
ISM, by M. P, 2s. 64 
WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C,S.; contains 


experiinenta on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Free Will, 
23. 6d, 


STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Olair- 
voyant. 63, 

THE [NNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem. 
By Lizzie Doten. 2s, 

ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d. 

DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive 
principles, 63. 6d. 

FLASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT 
WORLD. Through the mediumship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. 6d. 

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s, 6d. 

RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. 6s. Gd. 

OUR PLANET, by William Denton, 7s. 6a. 

BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood’s 
translation.) 7. 6d, 

SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s. 


THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. O. Barrett. 
ys. 6d. 
AROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s. 


STATUVOLENCE; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM- 
BULISM. ys. 6d. 
MRS. CROWL’S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE, 2s, 


THE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior. 12s. 6d. 
GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTERLAND. Aninteresting 


little book, eontaining messages given by Spirits through the 
Writing Mediumship of a Lady. 2s. 6d. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and 
Dr. Daniel H., Tuke. 258. 

APPARITIONS, by Newton Cresiand, 2s, 6d. 

THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU, 
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the 


‘Amazulu and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rey. Ganon 
Callaway, MD., in three parts, 12s, 

OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS’ INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM, 
by Thomas P. Barkas. 


APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the 
Rey. Bourchier Wrey Saville, M.A. 4s. 6d. 

HESPERIA. Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s. 

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson 
Tuttle. 28, 6d, 

THE SPIRITUAL LYRE, A Collection of Songs for 
the use of Spiritualists. Paper, 6d, 

DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHORAFT, by Sir Walter 
Scott. 63, 

SIGNS BEFORE DEATH. A Record ot Strange 
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, ete. 3s. 6d. 

STORIES OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. HISTORY 
OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Camille Flammarion. 6s, 

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO- 
BIOGRAPILY OF THE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Chase. 
43 


VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com- 
mnniostions from many Spirits by the hand of Isaac Post. 
6s, fd. 


THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by 
J, O. Barrett and J M, Peebles. 

LIFE BEYOND TUE GRAVE, described by a Spirit 
through a Writing Medium. 3s, 


WORKS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS, 


The “ Poughkeensie Seer,” 
Nature’s Divine Revelations X 


ja 


m 
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The Physician, Vol. I. Gt, Harmonia . : 
‘The Teacher. » IL i 2 ` . 
The Seer. wy LEE, sb . , . 
The Reformer. ,, IV. EEA: ' . i 


The Thinker, i. £ wo PEN 
Magic Staff. An Autobiography ot A. J. Davis . 

4 Stellar Key to the Summer Land Fi 
Arabula, or Divine Quest . 


Approaching Crisis ; or, Truth v. Theology. ‘ a 

Answers to Hver-recurring Questions from the People . š 
Children’s Progressive Lyceum Manual . . . 
Death and the After-Life _. . . . . . 
History and Philosophy of Evil . . x * 5 
Harbinger of Health , $ i 5 é . À 
Harmonial Man; or, Thoughts for the Age a . è 
Events in the Life of a Seer, {(Memoranda.} P . 
Philosophy of Special Providence , a . ‘ ' 
Free Thoughts Concerning Religion A . ‘ . 
Penetralia; Containing Harmonial Answers . é . 
Philosophy of Spiritua! Intercourse . ` 


The Inner Life ; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained 0 . 
‘fhe Temple—on Disease of Brain and Nerves . * 
The Fountain, with Jets of New Meanings 


TTT T T > 


Tale of a Physician ; or, Seeds and Fruits of Crime . 
The Diakka and their Earthly Victims . . ° . 
Conjugal Love; Truth v, Theology . 7 . . . 
Morning Lectures . . . , i 


MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS 


Oriental Religions (Johnson) a F $ 5 os % 
Religions | oF apne yore (Leigh)—A well-written little book, 
der CHE S 2 
Keys of the Creeds A j Arr PAVATE ated 5 . 2 A 
THe NOM o, bhe Haw (Alahaster)—A book containing in- 
: articnlars and legends i i 
History of American Socialisma (Noyes to Buiging : iq h 
The Romantic History of Buddha (Beal) i [12 6 
Catena of Buddhist Seriptures (Bea) ‘ : à [13 0 
hreadiug my Way, an Autobiography, b ri Owon’ 
Travels of Fah-Fian and Sun-Yun, Tada ee ale © Thon me 
China to India (460 A.D. and 618 A.D.) Translated from 
the Chinese by Samuel Beal, B.A., Trin. Coll., Cam. 10 6 
The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Tistorics of ‘the Zulus, 
by the Rev. Henry Calaway, M.D. In six parts 3 0 
The Life and Teachings of Confacins. ‘Transated into English, 
yit Proluinary Essays and Explanatory Notes, by James 
cgge, A i z $ P i 
dyths and Myth-makers. Old Tales and Superstitions inter 1G 
preted by Comparative Mythology, by Ji ohn Fiske Me 10 6 
Awas-[-Wind); or, A Voice trom the Ganges, by an Indian Officer 5 6 
The Life and Works of Mencius. Translated into Enelish 
from the Chinese Classics, by James Legge, D.D., LL D. 0 


On Exalted States of the Nervous System: an E 


. WD, , 12 
€ lle, = 
planation of the Mysteries of Modern aE 


reams, Trance, Somnambulism, Vital Photogra phy, Faith 
Will, Origin of Life, Anæsthesia, aud Ner ‘ous zest 
z ty Kober ah Collyer NE D: ; q ‘vous Congestion rer 
1e Dervishes; or, Oriental Spiritualism, by John P, } 
Secretary of the Legation of the United States of Pee 
myth Consiantingple inr Tradition n s $ 12 
ology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North 
q ermany and the Netherlands, by Benjamin Tosa 
urce vols 
ee s é ý : x . 18 
The Koran; commonly called the Alcoran of Mah 
Translated into English immediately from the Bae 
Arabic, by George Sale . A 5 R è 10 6 


CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPUS OF CELE- 
BRATED AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTS, 


Price One Shilling Each, 


i Judge Fdmonds; 2. Professor Wm. Denton; 3. Miss Lizzi 
Doten a Mr ay pow: E ar. Bane E "ich; 6 “The “late 
rv, William White; 7, Dr. Frederick L. Il. Willis; 
Peebles; 9. Mr. A. J. Davis; 10. Mrs, Conant, Mis; Go Me J. M 
CARTE DE VISITE PORTRAITS OF MR. HENRY 
WARD BEECHER (who is not a Spiritualist), 19, each. 


AMERICAN PAMPHLETS, 
THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS REALISED, by A. E. 
Newton, 1s, 
THE LIFE OF WILLIAM DENTON, by J. H. 
Powell, 1s. 


EWENTY TEANS ON TET WING; a Narrative of 
the Travels and Labours of a Missiona iritualist, o 
a Spout te issionary Spiritualist, by the Rev. 


REVIVALS, THEIR CAUSE AND CURE, by 
Iludson Tuttle, 2d. 

CONCERNING MIRACLES, by Thomas Brevior. 8a. 

ALL ABOUT CHARLES H. FORSTER, THE 
WONDERFUL MEDIUM. 1s, 

ORDEAL OF LIFE. Given Psych tri r 
the mediumship of Dr, ©. Gunnell. on ea. rigal trough 

AGASSIZ AND SPIRITUALISM, by Allen Putnam. 
1s, 
THE GIST OF SPIRITUALISM, 
Lectures. By Warren Chase. 1s. 6d. 
IS IT THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE? by William 
D, Gunning. öd. 

THE ROAD TO SPIRITUALISM by Dr. R T. 
Hallock. Soiled, 1s. 

THE LIFE Of MARY WHITTEY, the Catholic 
Medium, by A. B. Dorman, of Connecticut. 15. 


PE VOICE OF PRAYER, a Poem by W. S. Barlow. 
A 


NEW TESTAMENT MIRACLES AND MODERN 
MIRACLES COMPARED, by J. IL Fowler. 2s. 


PHILOSOPHY OF SPECIAL PROVIDENCES, A 
Vision, by Andrew Jackson Davis, In paper wrapper, 1s, 


A course of five 


‘By Royal Letters Patent 
“ KRINE COSMETIC,” THE HAIR 
BEAUTIFIER, 


PROMOTES THE GROWTH OF THE HAIR, AND 
IMPARTS TO IT A HEALTHY BRILLIANCY, 
IT CLEANSES THE HEAD, AND 
RESTORES TO GREY HAIR ITS ORIGINAL COLOUR. 


K is a Preventive of Cold in the Head, and affords a 
grateful relief to Headache. 


This Hair Wash will not soil the most delicate Lace or 
Cambric. It is entirely frec from lead and all other miners} 
and noxious ingredients, as may be proved by chemical 
analysis. 

‘Lhe above fact renders THE “KRINE COSMETIO" an 
invaluable preparation for the Nursery as well as for the 
Toilet of the Adult, superseding the use of Pomade or any 
other omollient. 

Sold by Chemists and Perfumers at 3s, 6d. per Bottle, 
Wholesale and Retail by FIELD and Co., 267, High Holborn, 
London, W.C,; or of Mr. JOHN ROUSE, 80, George-street, 
Sloane-square, S.W. 


EDIUMSHIP: ITS NATURE AND 
a! VARIETIES.—A Pamphlet containing useful infor- 
mation for those who Hold or who are about to hold spirit 
circles in their own homes. Published at The Spiritualist 
newspaper branch office, 38, Great Russell-street, London, 
ees Price 1d.; post free for 1jd.; or six copies post frea 
‘or 6d. 


Price 2d. 


PIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE IDEN- 
TICAL WITH MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By F, J. 
THEOBALD. This useful little pamphlet is intended to meet 
a growing want among a large number of inquirers into Spirit- 
ualism. It consists of a carefully selected and condensed 
colicetion of instances of modial power and Spiritualistic phe- 
nomena as recorded in the Scriptures, and shows their analogy 
to and connection with the manifestations now gaining such 
great power throughout the world, especially among so-called 
“ Modern Spiritualists."—W. H., Harrison, 38, Great Russell- 
aireet, Bloomsbury, London, W.O, 
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THE SPIRITUALIST. 


JuLy 20, 1877. 


HE GREAT QUESTION. OF. THE DAY. 
How to Prevent Premature Death from Disease, or 
Prevention of the Propagation of Infectious Discases. Startling 
put True, ie fe 
[low long are we to bo left in sanitary matters at the mercy 
of the ignorant and earelcss? -The Zemes states that 100,000 
cases annually of illness from typhoid’ fever alone may be Set: 
down. as preventable. , Upwards of 500,000 pergons have died 
of this proventable disease since the, death Zof PRINCE, 
ALBERT TAH. GREAT AND GOOD. Under the Mosaic 
law the nations were in a higher position in sanitary matters 
than the world to-day, while thoir appliances were rude in 
comparison to ours, 


SNQUESTS.— A STARTLING ARRAY OF 
PREVENTABLE DEATH.—Why should Fever, that vilo 
. player of millions of the human race, not bo as much and moro 
hunted up, and its carcer stopped, as the solitary wreteh who 
causes hig fellow a violent death? ‘The murderer, as he is 
called, is quiekly mado example.of by the law. Fevers aro 
almost universally acknowledged to be preventab’e diseases; 
how is it that they aro allowed to level their thousands cvery , 
year, and millions to suffer almost without protest? The most 
ordinary observer must be struck with the hugo blunder. 
WHO'S TO BLAME? ; For the means of proventing prema- 
ture death from disease read a large illustrated sheet given 
wilh each bottle of ENO’S FRUIT. SALT; the information is 
nvaluable. The Fruit Salt (one of uaturo’s own produets) 
‘keeps the blood pure, and is thus of itself one of the most 
valuable means of keeping the blood free from fevers and 
g blood poisons, liver complaints, ge, ever discovered. As a 
means of preserving and restoring health it is unequalled; and 
it is, moreover, a pleasant, refreshing, and invigorating 
s beverage. After a patient and careful observation of its effects 
when used, I have no hesitation in stating that, if its GREAT . 
VALUE in keeping the body healthy was universally known, 
not a household in the land would be without it, nor a single 
travelling trunk or portmanteau “but would contain it, 


NO’S FRUIT SALT.—A gentleman writes :—- i 
“In eases of bilious headaches, followed by severe ' 
attacks of févér, ENO’S FRUIT SALT has acted like a charm ; 
whon all other treatment failed, The day is not far distant 
when tho neglect of its use in all fevers a iscasos resulting , 
from poisoned bldod will be ‘considered ‘criminal,”—See 
‘Stomach and its’ Ti iais, LOth edition, post free I4 stamps, 4 


i Been f 
What every TRAVELLING TRUNK and i 


} 
Ẹ OUSEHOLD IN THE WORLD ought to 
contain—a bottlé of ENO'S FRUIT SALT. : 
Without such a simple prceaution the JEOPARDY of: life is 
immensely increased, a sabes Boe ms ae 

As‘a HEALTH-GIVING, REFRESHING, COOLING, and : 
INVIGORATING BEVERAGE, or as a GENTLE LAXA- ' 
‘TIVE and TONIC in the VARIOUS FORMS of INDIGES- 


TION, use 
ENO’S FRUIT SALT 
(PREPARED FROM SOUND RIPE FRUIT). 


It is the hest preventive and cure for all Functional Derange- 
ments of the Liver, Temporary Congestion arising from Alco- 
holic Beverages,.Biliousness, ‘Sick Teadache, Skin Eruptions, 
Impure Blood, Pimples on the: Face, Giddiness, Feverishness : 
or Feverish Colds, Mental Depression, Want of Appetite, Con- 
stipation, ‘Vomiting, Sea Sickness, Thirst, &c., and to_remove 
the effects of, Errors of “Eating and Drinking; also Gouty or ‘ 
Rheumatic Poisdns from‘the Blood, the neglect of-which often : 
results in Apoplexy, Heart Disease, and Sudden Death, -$i i 

Notwithstanding ifs. međiclņal value; the; FRUIT SALT 
must be looked upon as essential as‘preathing fresh air, oras | 


‘ 


., THE REALITY OF SPIRIT 


ee i 
-PROVED FROM RECORDS AND WORKS ON THE 
peaks SUBJECT, , i i 
f BY “M.A. (OXON:)},”. : 
INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.—The genera] aspect of: the subjoct i 
its. many-sidednoss. Certain broad vidws to.bọ more par~! 
ticularly illustrated in subsequont sections. -The claims and - 
present position of Spiritualism, © => oe : 
i : SECTION I. ps mmi 
5 Hstonigy’ FA: retrospect of the history of the subject, illus- ~ 
trated from Epes, Sargent’s, Placette (reviewed), “Mrs, | 
Hardinge, Britten's. History of American Spiritualism, ` 
Wallace's Miracles and Modern. Spirttidtism, . Howitt's 
History of the Supernatural, Shorters Two Worlds, Judge | 
Edmonds Zracts. è 


rey 
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~~ SECTION I œ “o 7 | i 
ScIENTIFIC,-Dealing with some. aspects of the phenomena of 
Spiritualism in reference to theories and explanations’ that 
have becn given. Hudson Tuittlo’s Areana of Spiritualism, ' 
(reviewed), Hare's Spiritualism: Scientifically | Explaindd, 
Crodke's Researches, De. Morgan's From Matter to Spirit. 
3 SECTION III : i 


a simple and safe beverage under. all circunistances, dad may 
be taken as a sparkling and refreshing draught in the same 
way as lemonade, soda water, potass water; &c., only it is much 
cheaper and better in every sense of the term, to an unlimited 
extent. Being a genuine product of nature, it isa true or natural 
way of restoring or preserving health, ‘ 


To Europeans who propose visiting or residing in HOT 
CLIMATES, I consider the FRUIT SALT to be an indispens- 
able necessary, for by its use the system is relieved of poisonous - 
matter, the result of eating to nearly the same extent, and of 
too rich food, as they do-in a colder country, while so much 
heat-making food is not required in the warmer climate, By 
keeping the system clear, the. Fiuit Salt takes away the | 
groundwork of. malarions diseasés, and all liver complaints, 
and neutralises polsonous\wnatter. Out’of-a large number of 
Testimonials we select the following :— - 

A M.D, (EDINB.) and MR.C.S., L A.C., Loudon, writes :— 
“T am much pleased with your Fruit Salt; having tried it on 
myself. Your theory and remarks are most reasonable, 
Having nearly died of Typhoid, when studying at College, 
being the only one out of sixteen who recovered, I mean to go | 
in well for purifying the blood, Though I am sixty-threo, I} 
have not the least doubt it will be very serviceable to mic.” 

A Gentleman writes:—' I feel quite certain, if your FRUIT 
SALT was. known in INDIA and the COLONIES, that the 
sale would not be limited to thousands of bottles por annum, 
put MANY MILLIONS, ‘India alone would use more than 
all England., e i x Ne 

“Your Fruit Salt is beyond all praise, I wish you would 
sell it hore; it would make‘its own way by its, own merit” — 
T. A. SOMBRBY, Councillor-at-law, 20, Old State House, Boston, 
U.S.A. ` erp 

A lady writes; “Everything, medieine or food, ceased to . 
act properly for at least three months hefore I commenced | 
taking it; the little food I could take generally punished me or | 
returncd. My life was one of great suffering, so that I must. ` 
have succumbed before long, To me and, our family it has | 
been a great earthly blessing. I feel I cannot say toc much 
for it. 


and expect to totally reeover, after spending hundreds of 
pounds and travelling about for twelve years,” 

Messrs. Gibsou and Son, Chemists, of Hexham, say: “ Since 
we introduced your Fruit Salt at Hexham a few months ago, 
we have. sold upwards of 1,000 bottles, and it gives general 
satisfaction, a» customers who get italmost alway s recommend 
it to their friends. We have had numorous instances of its 
grent efficacy in the cure of bilious headaches, indigestion, or 
stomach complaints, &c.” 


= “ I4, Rue dela Paix, Paris, Jan. IG, 1877, 


. «A gentleman called in yesterday, . He is a constant 
suffercr from Chronic Dyspepsia, and has taken all sorts of 
Mineral Waters. . I recommended him to give your Salt a trial 
which he did, and received great benefit. He says he never 
knew what it was to be without pain until he tried your Salt, 


nd for the future shall never be withoutitin the house. 
i “Mm, BERAL,” 


SOLD BY ALL CHEMISTS, PRICE 28. 9d. AND 48, Gd. 


Sole Ayent for Paris-PHARMACIE DE BERAL, 14, RUE | 


DE LA PAIX, 


| the same number of. each sex. 
|" wooden table, with all the.palms of the hands in contact with 


The least I can do is to do my best to make ‘the Fruit | 
Salt known to other sufferers, I am getting better rapidly, ` 


PHENOMENAL,—Dealing with published accounts of form-' 
manifestation, especially from Oleott’s People from the 
© Other World (reviewed), Epes Sargent’s Proof Palpabte of 
Immortality, Wolfe's: Startling Facts in Modern Spirit- . 


ualism. . , 
SECTION .IV. 

.RELIGIOUS.—Showing the religious side of the subject as 
brought out in Crowell'’s Primitive Cliristianity and Modern 
Spiritualism (reviewed), Dale Owen's Address to the Clergy 
in his Debateable Land, S. O. Hall's Use of Spiritualism, 
ae SECTION V. f 

CLAIRVOYANCH.—Dealing with the inherent powers of the 

““incarrfate human’ spirit,-especially that of clear-seeing or 
supersensuous perception, as exemplified insimple clear- | 

+. sight or psychometrivally in Denton's Soul of Things, and 
Andrew J. Davis’s Magie Stag’ (reviewed), Cahagnot’s 
Arcana de la vie Future. 4x i 
- lohan S ‘SECTION VI.. a O tr 

OCCULTISM.—Dealing further’ With’ certain oceult .powers ‘of 
the human spirit, and with phenomena attributable to them, ; 
as shown in Art-Jagic, Ghost-Land (reviewedyiand further 
illustratéd by records of phenomena hithert@unpublishtd, 


PRSES an peye 


E E T E Ps RA = kkk ia : 
‘TILE ,TRANS-CORPOREAL ACTION OF SPIRIT, - 
ESPECIALLY DURING SLEEP: IMMEDIATELY BEFORE, AND AT + 
THE TIME OF. DEAIH: AND UNDER SOME, STRONGEPASSION | 
OR EMOTION, , Meat ak tee i 
[This will forni a considerable section, distinct from the rest 
of the book: and will include 4 large number òf facts, new 
and old,‘arrangod on the principle’of reference to their deter- ` 
amining ‘cause, phere puch can be ascertained.) ` 


NỌTE.—The above’ scheme: of the book of ossays and 
reviews previously announced, is a draft only, subject to any 
“alterations that may be deemed desirable. It is published 
in compliance with a request from many sources .for. informa- 
tign as ,to the title} and seope of the work, ‘Fhe title now 
affixed explains what is intended, The, scope ot, tha work is 
to noties some-aspects of Spiritualism as they aré-presented in | 
the works of, otherauthors ; and so to point out anà summarise 
the best hooks on the subject. ere N 

Though the plan” may be modified, it will not, bo Substan- | 
tially changod.,. - .. : PO et leg, r h 
` ‘The sections which deal with the phenomenal arid religious 
aspects will be sọ arranged as not to “trerich ‘on ‘the “works 
announced fór -future publication —Spirit . Teachings’ and 
Researches in the Phenomena and Philosophy of Spiritualism, 

N - M. A. OXON, 

The volume will be. published at 10s. The names of sub- 
scribers should be sent to F. Percival, I5; Conduit-street, W. 

London, May, 1877.. * aA oh 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT 
HOME, “n 


Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should begin 
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present, Should no results be obtained 
on the first occasion, try again with other sittera, One or 
more persons possessing medial powers without knowing it 
are to be found in nearly every household. Me 

Let the room be.of a comfortablo temperature but cool 
rather than warm—let arrangements be made that nobody 
shall enter it, and that there shall be no interruption for one 
hour during, the sitting of the circle. ~ ~ 4 

Let the circle consist of four, five, or ‘six. individuals, about 
Sit round. an uucovered 


its top’ surface, Whether the hands touch each other or not 
is usually of no’ importance. Any tablo will do, just largé 
enough to conveniently accommodate . the sitters, The re- 
moval of @ hand from the table for a few seconds does no - 
harm, but whon one'of tho sitters breaks the circle by leaving 
the table it sometimes, but not always, considerably delays the 
manifestations. x 

Before the sitting begins, place some. pointed lead-pencils 
and'some sheéts of clean writing paper on tho table, to write 
‘down any communications that may be obtained. 

People who do-not like each other should not sit in thosame 
circle, tor such a want of harmony tends to prevent manifes- 
lations, exeopt with well-developod physieal mediums; it is 
not yet known why. Beliéf or unbelief bas no influonco on 
the manifestations, but an aerid feeling against them is fre- 
quently found to be a weakening influence. . . k 
. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in 
gencral conversation or in singing, and it is best that neithor 
should be of a frivolous nature. 

The first symptom of tho invisible power at work is often a 
feelings like a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first 
wanifestations wlll probably be table tiltings ‘or raps. 

When motions of the’ table or sounds are produced freely, to 
avoid confusion let one person only speak; he should talk to 
the table as-to an intelligent being. -Let him tell the table that 
throe- tilts or raps mean * Yes,” one means “No,” and two 
mean Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is ‘under- 
stood, If three signals be given 'in answer, then say, “If I 
speak the lottors ‘of the alphabet slowly, will you. signal every 
time İ come to the letter yop want; and spell us out a mes- 
sage.” Should three signals be given,.set to work on the 
plan proposed, and from this ‘time an intelligent system of 
communication is established. 

Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we sitting in the 
right’ order to gct the best mauifestations?" Probably some 
members of the circle will then be told to change seats with 
each other „and tle signals will afterwards be strengthened. 
Next ask 't Who.is the medium?" When the intelligence 
asserts itself to be related or known to anybody present, well- 
chosen questions should be put to test the accuracy of the 
statemeuts, as the alleged spirits are found to exhibit all the 
virtues and all the failings of humanity. $ 
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MESMERISM AND. IT3 PHENOMENA, 


Mea. A 


. aen wee, OF, 
fA at ANIMAL MAGNETISM, 

By the late WM, GREGORY. M.D., F.R.S.E„ Professor af 
ss ease Chemistry ag. Jsdinpurgh University, 
S Dedicated by the Author’by Permission to [is Grace 

sand go, tie Dube of Argyll, 
* The second and slightly revised and abridged edition, 
‘Will be ont th.a few.days, price 59, or 5s, Gd. post free; or 
five copies post freofor 21s, Subserikers will bọ supplied with 
early copies, in the rotation in which thoir orders and remit- 
stances are sent, Copies may'also be had bound jn half calf, 
with marbled cdgos, price $s. êd, per Volume, post Treg, 
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a reer a CONT ENTS 60) rrymes A 
, CHAPTER T:—First Effects Produced by Mesmerism— Sensations 
—Process for Causing. Mesmerid” Sleep THe Sléep sor! Mesmerie 
State—It Occurs Spontaneously- ix Sleep-Walkere—Phenonena of 
ş me Slecp—Divided Cousciousncss—Seuses ‘A flocted—Tuseusibillty to 
t Pains os 64 te DE OEN t ta O AUD, 
K CHAPTER ‘I ;—Control-Exercised: by. the. Operator over the Sub- 
ject liy arious Wayan itriking Txpression of Teclings in the Look 
aud Gesturcs-Eflect.of Musice—Tauthfulness of thg, SJeeyer— Various 
Degrees of Susceptibility Teen. AAT seat aval and ata 
Distance—Attraction, Towards: the 'Operatur—Etlectam: the Waking 
State of Commands Gryen tu the Bleep.: oo Bae fate 
v CUAPTER IT: — Sympathy — Community2ofeSensations; of 
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